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47106205 : MAJOR : KHMER STUDIES 192 061

KEY WORD : LITERARY ANALYSIS/SDOK KOK THOM/ INSCRIPTION.
SAJJAPHOUM LA-OR: A LITERARY ANALYSIS OF THE SDOK KOK THOM
INSCRIPTION.MASTER'S REPORT ADVISOR : KANGVOL KHATSHIMA, Ph.D.135 pp.

This report for the award for the Master's degree in Khmer studies is entitled as ‘A
literary analysis of the Sdok kok thom inscription’ and its aim is to study the ancient Khmer

language inscribed in the Sdok kok thom from the point of view of documentary and literary
analysis.

The major findings are as follow:

1. As is evident from the inscription, a Brahmana named ‘Kamraten An Sri Jayendra
Pandit’ composed this inscription himself or commanded some scholar to compose this
inscription.  Further, Sri Jayendra Pandit claimed himself belonging to the races of the
founder ancestor, the Brahmana named ‘Sivakaivalya’, who acted as a prominent advisor to
the contemporary ruling kings. His purposes of the composition are threefold : firstly, to claim
the right to worship the Sivalinga or some symbol called ‘Kamra Ten Jagat ta Raja’ that had
been particularly assigned for his family. Secondly, to proclaim his right on the land and the
last is to celebrate the installation of a Sivalinga called ‘Bhadraniketana’. Besides, the details
of the inscription show about the chronicle of previous Khmer kings from the time of king
Jayavarman li until the king Udayaditya Il, and the privileges in worshiping the ‘Kamra Ten
Jagat ta Raja’ for Sivakaivalya family which had continuously served 12 kings for a very long
period, i.e. about 250 years.

2. As regards the structure of the literary work, the composer started with the events
that occurred in the reign of king Jayavarman Il. Then he continued narrating the historical
occurrences in the reigns of the successor Khmer kings and finally the inscription ended with
the proclaiming the right on lands and the right of the servants at God's abode (Devalaya). In
this inscription, the major character was the Brahmana who served the Sivalinga called
‘Kamra ten Jagat ta Raja’ and the minor characters are the ancient Khmer kings. The main
setting is the ancient Khmer kingdom.

3. From the literary point of view, the composer employed Sanskrit language to praise
Gods and Goddesses and to narrate the events, whereas he used the Old Khmer language to
communicate with the ordinary people. The composer is an expert to choose the exact and
suitable words for the people at reference beionging to different status, from which the
readers can have relishing imagination not only about the events, but also about the people
described in the inscription. Moreover, the diction of the text is definitely enchanting and
precise so as to enable the readers for better understanding of the contents and
simultaneously giving aesthetic pleasure.





