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This thesis aims at comparing the Ramakien, the Thai version of the great Indian literary
epic the Ramayana, written by King Rama | with various of the Ramakien : 1. The Northern or Lanna
versions are Paramahien, Horaman, Phromacak. Langka Sip Ho and Ussa Barot. 2. The Northeastern
versions are Phra Lak — Phra Lam and Phra Ram Chadok. 3. The Southern version is that of the Khuan
Koei Temple. 4. The Western version is that of the Kha Norn Temple.

The result of this study reveals that King Rama | composed the Ramakien tor
teaching government officials to give him loyalty, as well as creating entertainment. The poet’ s
writing technique 1s creating Hanuman as a realistic being, but with ideal characteristics. However.
the purposes of various local versions of the Ramakien are distinctly different from the Central or the
Royal ones. The purpose of the Lanna versions is religious teaching; therefore, Hanuman has nice
characteristics. Moreover, the Northeastern versions aim to teach religion too, but the characteristics
of Hanuman in these versions are different from Hanuman in the Lanna versions in that his
characteristics are like those of the folktale hero. Furthermore, the author composed the Western
version as a script for Nang Yai, the large shadow puppet performance. For this reason, Hanuman is
sometimes like a joker. In addition, the Southern version as a script for Nang Talung, a smaller sized
shadow puppet performance, aims at creating entertainment. However, the poet created Hanuman as a
smart character which is different from the Kha Nom Temple’ s version.

In addition, the author’s writing technique presents Hanuman’s characteristics mostly
indirectly due to the simple plot. However, the outstanding characteristics of Hanuman in every
version are those of a devoted and very capable and skillful fighter, which are the most important

characteristics of a soldier.
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