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Phattharin Thayarat 2008: A Study of Word Formation and Writing Styles in Advertising Headlines
in Woman Magazines. Master of Arts (Thai), Major Field: Thai Language, Department of

Thai Language. Thesis Advisor: Associate Professor Siriwan Nantachantoon, M.Ed. 506 pages.

The purpose of this research was to analyze word formation and writing styles in advertising headlines
in woman magazines. The data were analyzed in terms of descriptive analysis. The percentages of data were

presented in tables.

The population used in this research was advertising headlines of cosmetics presented in top 7 woman
magazines according to the survey of the popular woman magazines published in 2005. There were 168 issues.
The data were collected only headlines that didn’t duplicate the others. As the result, the data were 4353
advertising headlines. The conceptual framework used in this research consisted of 3 types of word formations
(the compound word, the reduplication word and the synonymous compound word) and writing styles of

advertising headlines.

The results revealed that 1) The word formation in the headlines that was the most frequently found
was the synonymous compound word. The compound word was the secondary frequently found.
The reduplication word was the least frequently found. The type of synonymous compound word for meaning
that was the most frequently found was the synonymous compound word with two syllables. The synonymous
compound word with three syllables was the secondary frequently found. The synonymous compound word
with four syllables was the least frequently found. The type of synonymous compound word for sound that
was the most frequently found was the synonymous compound word with two syllables. The synonymous
compound word with four syllables was the least frequently found. The compound word (noun+noun) was the
most frequently found. The compound word (verb+noun) was the secondary frequently found. The compound
word (noun+verb+noun) was the least frequently found. The type of reduplication word mostly found was
adverbs. Pronouns and determiners were the least frequently found. 2) According to the analysis of writing
styles used in the headlines, puns, repetition words and alliteration words were the most frequently found.
The second was headlines with the outstanding quality of products. The current situation headlines and
gimmick headlines were the least frequently found. The amount of the writing styles used per a headline was
different. One writing style used per a headline was the most frequently found. The second was two writing

styles. Three or more writing styles were the least frequently found.
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