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Abstract
243161

The objective of this research is to study local wisdom related to the self-
reliance of ethnic group elderly in terms of social and economic stability, to dcterminc
the factors affecting such wisdom, and to suggest proper guidelines for establishing
security and stability for the ethnic elderly.

The research methodology used was ethnographic. The researchers
observed the social and cultural behavior and lifestyle of the ethnic groups under
study. A qualitative method was used for data collection using in-depth interviews,
together with participatory and non-participatory observation. Three ethnic groups
were selected based on population (more than 10,000) and outstanding cultural
identity. The ethnic groups chosen were Mong, Lahu and Tai Lue. The target groups
for this study consisted of (1) elderly people from each ethnic group with 15 persons
per group, and (2) people related to the elderly people at 2 levels: Family Level
including leader of the household or household members in group 1, and Community
Level including leaders of the local community, both formal and informal.

The result shows that the three ethnic groups possessed their own wisdom
for building social and economic stability for the elderly. The wisdom is organized
according to social and cultural structure, namely beliefs, religion, kinship, lineage
and local administration structure. The wisdom deterimined social relationships, roles,
and behavior and was reproduced by discourse and social control.

Although the current situation of ethnic-elderly self-reliance is positively
stable, the future tendency may pose “risk” because of education, migration,
decentralization, and modernity. Means of maintaining the wisdom include multi-
cultural education, integrated administration, returning local wisdom to the owners,
using high technology information systems to maintain and pass on ethnic culture,
and appreciation of the value and power of the elderly.



