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Abstract
244086

We report on the findings from a survey of parasitic flatworms Turbellaria in
relation to growth of bamboo stake farmed green mussels at Bang Sai, Muang and Ang
Sila in Chonburi Province as well as Klong Dan in Samut Prakarn provinces in
conjunction with raft cultured green mussels in Laem Tao Thewa, Bangpra and Sri Racha
in Chonburi Province. It is concluded that the parasitic flatworms are more prevalent on
the raft culture operations with high flatworm densities found in large mussels that are
awaiting harvest. These mussels seem to be the source for infection to smaller mussels.
Infection in the large mussels was found in December (2009) at average densities of 50-
400/30 mussels, leading to infection of small mussels at average densities of 50-300/30
mussels in January (2010), 50-700/30 mussels in February and 200-1200/30 mussels in
March (2010). Growth of mussels is highest at Laem Tao Thewa but high flatworm
infections occur similar to farming areas in Sri Racha and Bang Phra. The percentage
health to body mass of green mussels was lower than 25% with corresponding mortalities
highest in April (2010) at 20-25% at Laem Tao Thewa and Sriracha. Water quality
monitored at 7 stations covering the study areas was within national standards set by the
Royal Thai government for coastal aquaculture.



