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Abstract

Globally, the number of elderly is so rapidly increasing that our society will
soon become an aging society. The knowledge and understanding about the elderly
are therefore crucial for the preparation to take on the aging society. This research
project is aimed to study the behavior and travel demand characteristics of the Thai
elderly which is considered to be a relatively new research arena. There are two
sample groups by the study area; namely, upcountry and Bangkok. In the upcountry,
we collected data by using the face-to-face interview with limited number of samples
using a structured questionnaire, and then analyzed the responses qualitatively. In
Bangkok, we also collected data by using the face-to-face interview with more number
of samples at home, community and activity center. The analysis results showed that
the travel in the upcountry does not have many alternative modes but rather limited
to private vehicles such as car, pick-up truck from family members and neighbors. The
public transportation is not available to the elderly. The service lacks convenience and
comfort. Together with the social trend in which the elderly is usually left at home to
take care of the young children on behalf of their parents; therefore, they hardly travel
to anywhere. Meanwhile, the travel situation in Bangkok has more alternative modes.
The elderly in Bangkok found it a lot easier to travel. The analysis results showed that
the demand for travel is inversely proportional to the age. As the age increases, the
trip frequency is reduced. The elderly usually requires the companion to take care of
them. The average travel distance is not different across age groups. On average, the
elderly travels about 15 kilometers per day or about one hour per round trip. The
average travel cost is 261 baht per round trip or 15 baht per kilometer. Most surveyed
elderly stated that they still can travel with the assistance from their children and felt
convenient because they used the private car or taxi service. However, many elderly
want the government to improve the public bus service and transportation
infrastructure in terms of their physical accessibility and convenience to use. In

addition, the service should care more about the mind and feeling of the elderly.
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