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Abstract

The aim of.this research was to provide daﬁa to be used in
promoting and improving the management of ronformal education in the
Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, thereby improving the quality and
appropriateness for the target populsations. The objectives were: (1)
to analyze the concepts, processes, and results of projects with
educational innovations; and (2) to analyze the conformity between
such innovative projects and changes in society, government policy,
and commmity needs. This study included four projects: (1) Community
Education, supported by World Education Inc., (2) Literacy and Post-

Literacy Training for Women of Ethnic Minorities, supported by the




United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization, (3
Education for Ethnic Minorities, supported by the United Nations
Development - Programme, (4) Experimental Basic Nonformal Education,
sﬁpported- by the United Nations International Children’s Emergency
Fund.

The results of the research showed that the basic concepts and
philosophy behind these projects focused.on: the relation between
education and daily life; and education directed at improved quality
of life combining knowledge in different areas with vocational
development. The concepts and philosophy of "peoples participation”
and "self-reliance" were applied to project activities, with the people
invblved in  planning, implementation, and the sclution of self and
community problens. This resu]ted in vocational assistance in
agriculture, cottage industries, local handicraft, health care, and
other areas.

The nonformal education innovations which occurred during project
implementation included: development as a process of iearning and self
development. and, thus, development belongs to the people; "interest
groups” focused on learners and their participation; learning going
- hand~in-hand with vocational development; activities organized at
family and group levels; Community Information Centers; greater local
participation; and periodic evaluation.

Project = implementation resulted in several activities, for

example: development/learning processes promoting family and group




vocational information sharing; and support of revolving funds for
production. These activities were considerably beneficial in responding

to social changes, govermnment policy, and local community needs.




