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Abstract

The purpose of this independent study was to study the state and problems in
Thai tanguage instruction in the intemational schooals in Chiang Mai in the aspects of
curricutar implementation or curriculum-etated Issues and textbooks: instructional
preparations and approaches; instructional media usage, assessment and evaluation.
The poputation of this study consist of 12 academic administrators and Thai language
instructors in 5 international schools in Chiang Mai. Study instruments were rating-scale
questionnaire, instructional observation form and interview form. Collected data were
anatyzed by using percentage, arithmetic mean and standard deviation.

After studying in every examined area of curricular implementation and
textbooks. It was found that most international schools in Chiang Mai have no explicit
curricuium for Thai language. Thus, the instruction of Thai language In those schools are
affected by several factors such as the leammers language abiiity, the need of the
students and their parents in learning Thai and the small number of Thai instructors in
school. As a result, the Thai instructors themselves have to develop and select
textbooks and activities to suit the students individualty which mostly emphasize on
culture, tradition, ways of life and other common practice in Thai society. The name of the
course taught in those schools is “Thai Language and Thai Cuttwe”. The emphasis of




the curriculum is mainly on the appropriate use of communicative language in their daily
life and also focus on the 4 basic skills: Listening. Speaking, Reading and Writing.

The student-centered approach has been introduced In every international
school in Chiang Mai. The students’ distinction in language ability, national and
environmental background have significantly been considered in the Instructional
process. Thus, the curricular assessment and evaiuation were on the basis of
individuglization. It is also found that Thai instructors were occasionally and informally
supervised in the classroom by the school administrators and they are quite independent
and have autonomy in preparing their instruction. However, in the section of budget
allocation, the study found very few problems in budget allocation for Thai instruction,
they have been sufficiently supported by the administrators.




