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Abstract E47000

This study aims to examine the novice teachers’ classroom language, especially their L1
use in an English class, in order to find the amount of L1 use in an English class, the
purposes of L1 use, and novice teachers’ perceptions on the use of L1 in an English

class.

The study was conducted with four trainee teachers who taught English at a high school
in Bangkok, Thailand in their teaching practicum. The data was collected from two
research instruments.\The first one was the video recording of lessons. The recording
was used to see the amount of L1 and how L1 was used by each subject. Also, it was
used as prompts in semi-structured retrospective interviews to remind subjects about
their teaching and the use of L1 so that they can clarify and explain the situations. The
second instrument was semi-structured retrospective interviews. The interviews were
used to analyze the subjects’ reasons of L1 use in their teaching, and to know their

perceptions on the use of L1.

The findings reveal that the amount of L1 use varied from subject to subject and
through different class times. Moreover, L1 was used for six purposes: to enhance
students’ understanding, to increase students’ motivation, to maintain discipline, to
highlight important points, to overcome communication difficulties, and to save time.

The different purposes of L1 used might be caused by many factors such as student
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E 417000
factors, lesson factors, time constraint as well as the teachers themselves. The findings
also show that the subjects were quite satisfied with their L1 use and generally agreed
that L1 can be used in English teaching if it was used purposefully in an appropriate

amount. However, the subjects have similar opinions on L2 significance and they

believe that it should be used as much as possible in language teaching.

Keywords :  Teacher Talk / L1 use / L2 use / English Language Teaching / Novice

Teacher.
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