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The Objective of this research is to analyze ‘Phaya’ from a radio program, ‘Phaya Dee Esam’,
by forms, contents and language. Social refiection, world views of North-Eastern people, and function of
‘Phaya’ will also be examined.

The research about poem form of Phaya from the show ‘Phaya Dee Esan’ proves that it is
similar to the traditional ones. Most of Phaya is in a form of long poem with continual external assonance
rhyme, which resembles two forms of Thai verse, ‘Rai Yaw' of Central region and ‘Glon Lum’ of the Esamn-
North Eastemn region. About the content, there are added elements from traditional Phaya, which are the
record of current affairs, information, knowledge and stories relating to tales and novels. About the language,
there is an artistic usage of language namely the use of assonance and alliteration , use of adjective,
repetition of words, as well as figures of speech. All of these techniques create both impressive sound and
meaning. In addition, the examination of language also found few differences in characters of language
between modern Phaya in radio show and the traditional ones, for instance, a mixture of standard Thai and
Northeastern dialect and a lot of words borrowed from English. Moreover, abbreviation of words in
newspaper style can also be found. The change of form, content and language in Phaya, as previously
stated, is caused by the change of social context . Phaya writers must adjust the style in order for Phaya to
stay alive, get along and be approachabile for new generation of North-Eastem people.

The study of social reflection and world views of North-Eastern people greatly shows the
relationship between novel and society. The reflection {llustrates both retrospective and present view, due to
the fact that North-Eastermn society is currently changing. Various factors caused by the social change have
effected the Esamn peopile. It can be perceived that People of different generation have different point of view.
While most of Esarn new generation receive higher education from the school system, thus having scientific
perspective, the older ones are influenced by Buddhism and Dark art/ black magic.

About Phaya function, Phaya from ‘Phaya Dee Esam’ still plays an important role in the North Eastern
society, mostly in folklore, such as for educating and entertainment purpose, as well as vitalize the local cuiture.
Newvertheless, some of today functions differ from the old days, as it has been adjusted to suit the life style and serve
the needs of the Esam new generation. Furthermore, it now biends with the function of mass media-press, for example,

actas a mean for public relations, communication and space for expressing social criticism and opinion.





