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Species diversity of marine sponges (Demosponglae Ponfera) along
the western coasts of the Gulf of Thailand
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Species diversity of marine sponges (Demospongiae, Porifera) along
the western coasts of the Gulf of Thailand
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Species diversity of marine sponges (Demospongiae, Porifera) along

the western coasts of the Gulf of Thailand
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Biodiversity of marine sponges was investigated from various habitats in Chumporn
province during from March, 5-13 2011. Collections were conducted from 8 collection sites.
Most of the collections were carried out by hand and skin and SCUBA diving during daytime
and the observations were randomly collected throughout all collection sites. One hundred
and twenty five sponge specimens were collected. The results show 50 species of
demosponges from 11 orders, 24 families and 35 genera. Out of these, one species were the
new records in Thai Waters, namely Desmapsamma sp. Order Haploaclerida (17 species) was
the most abundance sponge group, follow by order Poecilosclerida (13). Pachastrissa nux De
Laubenfels (1954), Neopetrosia sp. “blue”, Gelliodes sp. “purple” were the most abundance
species of the study area. Moreover, most species were found commonly in the Gulf of
Thailand and the South China Sea. From the survey in 2010 and 2011 we could collect the
specimens and data of sponges in the western coasts of the Gulf of Thailand about 74 species

AdAg:  Waulwsla, AnuviaInviane NI, aqnsu")ﬁm, Mgtﬂﬂzwztaﬂguws, amilng
Keywords: Marine sponges, Porifera, Biodiversity, Taxonomy, Chumporn Islands, the Gulf of
Thailand
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Marcroscopical features: habit, surface characteristics and consistency of Demospongiae
Architecture skeleton of Demospongiae

Spicules of Demospongiae
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