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Abstract 245676

Software Development is a crucial activity and a high cost one in any type of
organization which has different context. Software cost estimation is a process to
forecast effort needed for any software development. There are two main approaches
in software cost estimation. The first one is Parametric Models and the second one is
Machine Learning Models. For the last 30 years, there is a great number of researches
that try to come-up with a more and more efficient method. In this research report, we
have proposed “Ensemble Neural Network” as an alternative approach to estimate
software cost. The proposed method will help to deal with factors on human resource
skil, team work, skill matching and those automatic adjustments that Parametric

Methods seem to have some difficulty. .

In estimating software cost, there are three steps: 1. Measuring softWare size; in
terms of code size metrics or functionality metrics 2. Forecasting effort need; in terms of
time needed for each staff in performing their tasks and 3. Estimating software cost; in
terms of amount of money. According to these steps, we proposed an alternative
approach that will select more proper features in steps one and two. So that the

software cost estimation in step no. 3 will be improved.
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