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ABSTRACT
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Researchers are the important personnel who generate knowledge and innovation
including driving the research projects to achieve the intended goal. Thus, good researchers
with the research standards are considered as an extremely important factor to make the
research more acceptable by societies at both national and internationat scales. In
consequence, the professional standards should be developed as a guide for Thai researchers
in all sciences to practice. The standards cover all research process steps commencing
seeking for funding source, conducting research activites throughout the process until
completion of the research project and widely disseminating the results to the public.

The objective of the study is to develop the research professional standards that can be
used to determine the direction of research development of the country systematically, and to
produce the “Research Standards Guide” that includes research performance standards and
ethical practice for all Thai researchers to practice for uggrading the research qualities and
accepted standards of professional conduct, research ethics.and morals of the country. The
study utilized a combination of qualitative and quantitative analyses. Data on research
standards, best practices and research ethics of Thailand and the foreign countries (Japan,
Singapore, United Kingdom, United States of America, and the Nordics group were gathered
and ministered. In-depth interviews of the researchers in various diciplines were also done.
The obtained data were analyzed and synthetized and become the inputs for designing a set of
guestionnaire. Thirty-six research experts filled in the questionnaire with comments and
suggestions. The best practice guidelines were then developed and brainstormed by another
group of experts and finaHy’ subjected to public hearing. Hence, total of 3 public hearings were
performed throughout this research. The statistics used for data analysis included percentage,

arithmetic mean and Pearson Product-Moment Correlation.
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The results of the study revealed that 80% of research experts agreed that the best
practices involving research standard and ethics compiled and screened from Thailand and
foreign countries of the study were suitable to the Thailand context, could be used for
enhancing research quality of Thai researchers, and they were also significant for improving
Thai research professional qualities. It was additionally found that there was a statistical
significance at .05 between the opinion of the experts toward the suitability of the the research
professional standards to measure the research standards of Thai researcher and the
importance level of those standards.

The analysis, synthesis and integration of the accepted standards of professional
conduct resulted in the development of a Guide on the “Research professional standards and
practices” that is a model for Thai researchers to follow and practice for improving research
gualities, operating research activities throughout the process steps, and enhancing research
ethics that is widely accepted by both the national and international research communities and
societies. The research team recommends that the National Research Council announces this
Guide to the public and encourages all research professionals to follow thé research practices
for the prestige, fame, and being high qualified researchers and also having the virtue and

morality.




