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The purposes of this research were to develop and test the efficiency of English reading-writing materials
based on Thai folktales for Matthayomsuksa four students, to compare students’ English reading and writing ability ,
to compare students’ English reading and writing ability from the different background knowledge about Thai
folktales , to study students’ opinions toward the suitability of the materials, and to compare students’ attitude toward
studying English before and after using the materials.

The sample consisted of one randomly selected class of 38 Matthayomsuksa four students ,
Saiyoknoiwitthaya school, Kanchanaburi Province during the second semester of the academic year 2001 who chose to
study English reading-writing course (E 025 ) as a free elective subject. The students studied eight units from the
materials based on Thai folktales. The duration of the experiment covered a sixteen-week period.

The instruments used for gathering the data were: 1) eight units of English reading — writing materials based
on Thai folktales 2) a reading — writing proficiency test about the storytelling 3) a Thai folktales background
knowledge test 4) a questionnaire on opinions toward the suitability of the materials 5) an attitude test toward studying
English

The t-test was used to analyze the data in order to assess the students’ English reading-writing ability, to
assess the students’ English reading and writing ability from the different background knowledge about Thai folktales
and to assess the students’ attitude toward studying English before and after using the materials . In addition, the mean
and standard deviation of items were used to evaluate the students’ opinions toward eight units of the materials. The
results of the study were:

1) The average score of eight units of the materials was 79.26 percent, whereas that of the posttest was 75.04.
This means that the materials development were fairly effective.

2) The students’ English reading and writing ability after using the materials was significantly higher than that
before using the materials at the 0.05 level.

3 )The students’ English reading and writing ability of different background knowledge about Thai folktales
was significant different increased at the 0.05 level.

4 ) The students’ opinions toward the suitability of the materials were highly positive.

5) The students’ attitude toward studying English was significantly higher after using the materials at the 0.05

level.



