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Title Methods of Para Rubber Planting as Perceived by
Farmers Participating in Para Rubber Plantation Project in

Dokkamtai District, Payao Province
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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to investigate: 1) socio-economic characteristics of
farmers participating in para rubber plantation project; 2) methods of para rubber planting as
perceived by farmers participating in the project; and 3) problems encountered in para rubber
plantation project. Data were obtained by using interview schedule distributed to 87 samples of
the farmer participating in para rubber plantation project and analyzed by the research statistical
package.

The findings showed that most of the respondents were male, 47 years old on
average and elementary school graduates. They had 4 family members on average. They earned
income from agricultural sector for 67,563.22 baht per year and had experience in farming for
36.84 years on average. Most of them did cropping on the land provided by the office of Land
Reform for Agriculture (ORA 4-01 document). They perceived agricultural information through
television and agricultural journals/magazines. They were members of the Bank for Agriculture
and Agricultural Cooperatives. They had experience in training for 7 times a year on average, 3
out of pertaining on para rubber planting. They had para rubber plantation area for 21.46 rai, with
an average of 3 years experience in para rubber planting, and 4 labors for para rubber planting.

Almost all of the respondents perceived para rubber planting methods in the
following aspects: 1) soil preparation; 2) bed preparation before planting; 3) para rubber planting
for replacement; 4) planting row direction; 5) laying out of planting row contour; 6) size of
planting bed; 7) laying out of planting row for the convenience in harvesting; 8) the para rubber to

be planted are pouched-grafting; and 9) the determination of appropriate spacing. However, the



(6)

following were less perceived than other aspects: 1) the 3 methods of para rubber planting:
2) planting by budding method; and 3) planting by seed with budding.

More than 90 percentage of the respondents perceived methods of para rubber
caring in the following aspects : 1) pruning for growth and disease prevention; 2) side dressing of
fertilizer along the row of para rubber trees; 3) pruning time of young para rubber trees;
4) pruning of mature para rubber trees; 5) fertilizer application to young para rubber plant;
6) appropriates time for fertilizer application during rainy season; and 7) fertilizer application
during dry season. In aspects of taking care of para rubber, 81.61 percentage of the respondents
perceived the care of para rubber plant infected with blight, and 62.07 percentage of the
respondents perceived the prevention of sun burned leaf.

Almost all of the respondents (95.04 %) perceived timing of inter-row cropping,
whereas 85.06 percentage perceived the advantage of cover crop and 81.61 percentage perceived
system of inter-row cropping in para rubber plantation area.

The respondents viewed that the following were their problems on para rubber
planting: 1) high price of fertilizers and chemicals; 2) obtained para rubber trees were too small;
3) inadequate water and precipitation; 4) having little knowledge on caring and maintaining; and

5) lacking of knowledge on inter-row cropping.
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