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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to analyze: 1) development of community -based
tourism of Akha ethnic communities in Chiang Rai province; 2) impacts of community-based
tourism on Akha ethic communities; and 3) method of impact management of community-based
tourism in Akha ethic communities. By means of purposive sampling, this case study selected 6
villages and recruited 3 groups of informants that included community leaders and villagers,
tourists, and stakeholders in community-based tourism in Akha ethnic community to involved in
the data collection. Primary data were collected from document analysis and secondary data were
obtained by field survey. Descriptive approach was employed to present the results of this study:

The development of community-based tourism of Akha communities were
divided into 5 stages: 1) survey of physical sites and cultural capitals contributed to the tourism
management; 2) expansion of jungle tour model into community tour; 3) development of
community infrastructure; 4) development of community-based tourism; and 5) changes in the
tourism management by Akha ethnic communities. The analysis involved 4 elements of
community-based tourism management. Regarding the utilization of natural and cultural
resources for tourism, findings showed that Akha ethnic communities exploited their cultures,
traditions, and local wisdoms for the management of tourism activities and services. With regard
to organization management, the community leaders, government and public organizations held
vital role in the community-based tourism management. Regarding the management, the tourism
activities held explicit association with the indigenous traditions, rites, and beliefs. With regard to
learning, villagers learned from direct exposure and experience with the tourists visiting their

communities. However, factors influencing the development of the community-based tourism of
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Akha ethnic communities in Chiang Rai province were natural and cultural resources,
government and private organizations, and benefits gained from tourism activities.

The analysis of impacts of community-based tourism of Akha ethnic communities
in Chiang Rai province, indicated 4 dimensions of the impacts. The positive effect towards the
economics was the revenue gained from tourism services. The positive effect towards the
environment was the precise and clear defined of disposable area for tourism activities. The
positive effect towards cultural and traditional rites was regulations and prohibitions based on
indigenous beliefs (exploited as vaccinated measures preventing the community from negative
effects of tourism activities), The positive effect towards the social was that tourism allowed an
exchange of thoughts and learning among villagers and tourists. However, tourism had brought 4
negative impacts towards the community. That is, the negative effect towards the economics was
revenue distribution and benefits gained from tourism activities were not equally and fairly
dispersed into the community. The negative effect towards the social was tourism accelerated the
changes in career choices and social roles in the community. The negative effect towards cultural
and traditional rites was tourism activated changes in consumption behaviors of local people in
the community. And the negative effect towards the environment was waste management in the
community.

To accommodate impacts from the community-based tourism management of
Akha ethnic communities in Chiang Rai province, the findings suggested the exploitation of Akha
cultural wisdom as the main basis to manage the impacts within 2 comprehensive dimensions: 1)
the beliefs, traditions and wisdom shoud be complied to management with regard to environment
and cultural and traditions impact; and 2) the kinship system should be complied to management

with regard to social and economics impact.



