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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study :1) socio-economic attributes
citizens; 2) knowledge and opinions of citizens on community forest conservation;
3) participation of citizens in community forest conservation; 4) problems and obstacles of
citizens in community forest conservation; and 5) relationships of various factors with people
participation in Maesab community forest conservation, Samoeng district, Chiangmai province.
A set of questionnaires was used for data collection administered with 276 households. Obtained
data were analyzed by using the statistical package.

Results of the study revealed that most of the respondents were males , 49 years
old on average, married, and elementary graduates. The respondents had 4 family members on
average most of the respondents had agricultural careers with an average annual income of
68,194.56 baht. They had 4 rai of land holding. And all of them shared benefits from the
community forest. Most of the respondents did not have position in the management of
community forest. Most of the respondents perceived information about community forest
through the village head most (5 times per year on average)

Regarding knowledge of the respondents, it was found that they had knowledge
about the conservation of community forest at a moderate level. Most of them (75.7 %) agreed
with the conservation of community forest. However, they had a highest level of an agreement an
abundant forest makes fertile soil and water which will be beneficial to farming (f =4.73)

Regarding people participation in the conservation community Forest, it was
found that the respondents participated in it at a moderate level (X =2.63). However, benefits
sharing was found to have a highest average mean score (X =3.16) followed by operation

(f = 2.80) and decision-making (f =2.46) / assessment (f =2.46)
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For problems encountered and suggestions, it was found at a moderate level
(3? = 3.04). For its details, operation was found to have a highest average mean score (f =3.25).
This was followed by assessment, benefits sharing, and decision-making (X =3.00, 2.98, and
2.95, respectively).

Based on a regression analysis, there was a statistically significant relationship
between people participation in the conservation of community forest and socio-economic factors
in terms of educational attainment, positions in the management of community forest,

information perception, knowledge, and opinions.



