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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study about drug utilization pattern an(} eZpg;u?itgeg in
Srinagarind Hospital during April 1997 to June 2004, using the hospital’s electronic databases on
drug dispensing and medical records. The analyses included (1) performing aggregate analysis
(2) calculating drug expenditures per quarter (3) calculating cost per day and (4) counting
numbers of patient per payment scheme. Four drug classes included (1) drugs used in
gastrointestinal system (2) drugs used in cardiovascular system (3) drugs used in respiratory
system and (4) drugs used in musculoskeletal and joint disease. In aggregation terms, patients
covered by Civil Servant Medical Benefits (CSMB) as their major health insurance scheme had
the highest drug expenditure. The expenditure for essential drugs was greater than that for non-
essential drugs, except for antiplatelet drug. The expenditure for CSMB scheme was higher than
that in Universal Health Care Coverage scheme, Social Security scheme, out-of-pocket payment,
and the rest. Costs per day of drugs used in gastrointestinal system and cardiovascular system
decreased but those in respiratory system and musculoskeletal and joint disease increased in all
schemes. For all drug groups and all payment schemes there was tendency to dispensc essential

drugs more than non-essential drugs during the study period.



