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Abstract

This study tended to examine the ecological impact of diving tourism in Pattaya
Area. The study investigated the impact on water quality, the effect of SCUBA diver
contacts with coral and the effect on biodiversity as well as the severity of impact
compare between natural and man-made dive sites by water quality analysis,
monitoring diver behaviour as well as using the Line Intercepted Transect and Belt
transect to monitor the biodiversity and status of marine organisms. The result revealed
that the water quality around man-made dives sites are worse than natural dive site
because of tourism intensity. Number of contact and coral damage from divers varied
among gender, level of dive education as well as camera and pointer possession.
Average number of diver contact and coral damage were 2.67 and 0.08 time per person
per dive, respectively. The result also showed the differences in biological diversity
aspect including the diversity composition of coral, fish and benthic communities and
fish diversity assemblage between natural and man-made dives sites. When compare
the severity of impact between natural and man-made dives sites, man-made dives
sites appeared to have fewer ecological impact than natural dives sites because of their
tolerant structure and geographic location. The most ecological effect strongly influence
by changing in water quality which connected to the integrity and biodiversity of marine
organisms. Accordingly, plans to improve and sustain the status of water quality are
necessity to ensure that the integrity and biodiversity of marine organisms are
maintained.
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