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Abstract
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Faculty/ University: Political Science/ Ramkhamhaeng University
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The goals of this research are: 1) to study the contents of the indigenous policies
in Australia and New Zealand; 2) to compare the policies of the two countries; and 3) to
discuss factors that affect the policies” contents. This research investigates the situation
in both countries from the colonial period to the present. This research is qualitative
research. Data was collected from various documentary sources, which were analyzed
and synthesized in order to answer the key research objectives. The researcher selected

only relevant data and presents them with original views and perspectives.
The findings are as follows:
In Australia, there are four key indigenous policies:

(1) Segregation policy (1869-1930) was a policy of isolating aboriginal people
from the white Europeans by moving them to reservations in remote areas. The
segregation policy reflected the state’s control, focusing on discrimination and the

rejection of traditional aboriginal ways of life.
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(2) Assimilation policy (1951-1964) was a policy of changing the indigenous
peoples’ behavior to be more like white Europeans. Aborigines were forced to provide
cheap labor in the cities after the Second World War. Indigenous peoples were
dispossessed of their lands, territories and resources, as well as their traditional culture.

As a consequence, they often lost control over their own way of life.

(3) Self-determination policy (1970-1990) was a response to demands from the
indigenous peoples and the society at large. The indigenous peoples were allowed to

shape and direct their own destinies and to take part in a decision-making process.

(4) Reconciliation policy (1990-present) is the policy of the Australian
government to replace the former policy of self-determination, because it has been

seen as a failure.

To sum up, the indigenous policies’ content in Australia has continuously
changed and developed, but these policies still have not solved the deep rooted
problems of indigenous peoples, especially on the issues of land, political participation,

and cultural preservation.
In New Zealand, there are two key indigenous policies:

(1) Assimilation policy (1867-1960) divided into two periods: colonization
and post-Second World War. This policy aimed to assimilate indigenous peoples to
European practices. In the first period, the Maori territories were invaded and their

distinct languages and culture were prohibited.
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In the post Second World War period, the government used indigenous peoples

as cheap labor in the cities and forced them to accept European values and principles.

(2) Self-determination policy was formulated in the 1970's, taking indigenous
and social demands into account; this policy aims to strengthen and upgrade indigenous
rights. The New Zealand government was quite successful in this effort. The problems
of indiéenous peoples have been, to a certain extent, solved. Maori conditions in New

Zealand society have been moderately improved.

To compare, Australia has formulated four key indigenous policies from the
colonization period until the present time, while New Zealand has implemented only
two policies. During colonization, the British government announced the segregation
policy in Australia while it did not do so in New Zealand. This was because the Maori
tribes were thought to be reasonably well prepared for the adjustment and the British
government decided to recognize the Maori existence. This was not the case for the
Aborigines in Australia. The Treaty of Waitangi was signed in 1840, but the British
government did not completely agree to the treaty and the indigenous rights. The
British government initiated the assimilation policy during the first period, followed later
by the Australian state. In the 1970's, both governments announced the self-
determination policies, driven by the indigenous themselves and by civil society’s
demands. Compared to Australia, the New Zealand government has managed its self-
determination policy better than the Australian government, as the latter discontinued

the self-determination policy and formulated the reconciliation policy as an alternative.
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Both countries display the same factors affecting the contents of their policies. These
factors have been amended over time according to the changing socio-economic and
political conditions in each country in different periods. The four important variables

contributing to the content of each country’s indigenous policies are as follows:

In the colonization period, (1) the differences of ethnic identities, attitudes,
and values between British white men and indigenous peoples contributed to the
segregation policy in Australia and assimilation policy in New Zealand.

(2) The countries’ socio-economic and political context had changed since the post
Second World War, and the covernments adjusted their attitudes and values to bring
them in line with the contemporary context, mitigating their aggressive stances towards
the assimilation policies by improving the urban social welfare of indigenous peoples. In
spite of this effort, such policies have not met the social requirements of the indigenous.
Then, (3) the bottom-up demands were consolidated to drive the self-determination
policies. Last but not least, (4) the continuation of the differences in ethnic
identities, attitudes, and values between white men and indigenous peoples, the
influence of states’ authorities, and the prioritization of the liberalism and
capitalism are considered to be constraints on the states’ supportive stance towards a

sustainable development of indigenous peoples in both Australia and New Zealand.



