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This thesis investigates international agreements and other related
regulations regarding logistics services, particularly in regard to the General
Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) to which Thailand is a signatory.
Analyzed are problems encountered in the enforcement of international
economic law in logistics services in Thailand. Also inquired into are
guidelines applicable to the opening up of free trade in logistics services in
Thailand, as well as other types of closely connected businesses. Finally,
considerations are given to amending extant domestic laws so that they
would be congruent with the principle of free trade in logistics services.

The GATS regulations governing international trade in services
between member countries are designed to encourage exposure to

competition and transparency, as well as encouraging free trade. The
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principles of GATS induce member countries to commit themselves to
hegotiations,designed to encourage free trade in services through reducing
restrictions to opening markets to competition. Offers and requests have been
issued to member countries to the end of opening up free markets in the
services sector of all member countries. Finally, the ultimate objective of
these negotiatibns would be for member countries to engage in free trade
without limitations or conditions. The results of the negotiations led to
commitments entered into by Thailand that have affécted its economy and
climate for investment. However, conducting such negotiations and
examining requests from other member countries must proceed with the
concurrence of the Thai parliament and in conformity to the provisions of the
constitution. |

Logistics services encompass an array of activities and affects diverse
areas of the economy. Therefore, the effects of GATS are felt in many fields,
including transportation services, telecommunication services, postal and
parcel shipping services, distribution facilities, the financial sector and the
insurance business. Currently Thailand has not embraced free trade principles
in all branches of logistics seryices. Moreover, large numbers of foreign
entrepreneurs conduct business on the basis of measures adopted to promote
external investment in Thailand. However, Thai entrepreneurs have not been
able to compete effectively in view of low levels of available investment

capital and technological debilities.
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The process of amending Thai laws and other regulations so as to be
congruent with the principles underlying GATS must take into account Thai
economic conditions, the readiness of Thai businesses to engage in free trade,
and the potentialities of Thai entrepreneurs. This is particularly the case in
view of the fact that fully developing logistics services is a very important
element in planning the economic development of the country.

The researcher has found that Thai entrepreneurs are not yet able to
compete in logistics services with foreign entrepreneurs. Therefore, measures
should be taken to hasten the fuller development of Thai businesses in this
area of the economy before completely exposure to the operations of free
trade with member countries. Legal measures should be taken to smooth the
paths trodden by those who operate logistics services busihesses and ample |
time should be given so that they can make the necessary adjustments that
will enable them to compete with foreign operators in the area of logistics

services.





