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ABSTRACT
20888

The present research was a cross-sectional descriptive study. Its objective was to
investigate personal demographic characteristics and organizational supports that affected
participation of village health volunteers in narcotics prevention and problem-solving. The
population was residents living in a community located in Udonthani province under the fiscal
year of 2009. They were village health volunteers, totally 231 persons. According to sample
size calculation, 135 subjects, drawn by the systematic random sampling, were included in
this study. The research instruments included the questionnaires and forms of group interview.
The developed instruments were examined for validity of the content by three experts and tried
out in a village with 30 subjects in Kumpavapi , Udonthanil. The validity was tested using
Cronbach’s alpha Coefficient at 0.96. And, focus group discussion was undergone with 11
key informants, who had outstanding performance and consent to provide information about
participation in narcotics prevention and problem-solving. The data were collected from
November 15 to December 31, 2009. The number of the distributed questionnaires that were
responded and returned was 135 sets. The collected data were analyzed by computer package
and discriminated by statistics, percentage, means, standard deviation, Chi-square, Pearson
Product Moment Correlation coefficient and stepwise multiple regression.

It was found that majority of subjects (89.6%) were female. Forty-seven percent of
the subjects were between 41-50 years old of age with average age of 45.51 years (S.D. =
9.54).The youngest subject was 24 years old, while the oldest was 69 years old. Most of the
subjects (85.9%) had marital status. They completed primary education (48.1%). Their main
occupation was employment (39.3%).The average income was less than 5,000 baht (54.8%)
with average income of 6,279 baht (S.D. = 4,094.93). The term of being village health
volunteer was less than ten years (78.5%) with average term of 8.04 years (S.D. = 5.76).
The period of time participating in narcotics prevention and problem-solving was 1-5 years

(809) with average time of 3.87 years (S.D. = 2.61)
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In respect of supports from organizations, the level of supports given to the subjects
was moderate at 1.88 (S.D.=0.40). The performance result of participation in narcotics
prevention and problem-solving was moderate at 1.98 (S.D. = 0.53). The supports from
organizations had moderate level of positive relation on the participation of narcotics
prevention and problem-solving with statistic significance at 0.05 (r =0.662, p — value
<0.001).Furthermore, the co-variables that could predict the participation included
management and personnel factors. These variables could somewhat predict the level of the
subjects’ participation in narcotics prevent and problem-solving at 48.3%. Meanwhile,
58.54% of problems and obstacles accounted for supports from organizations in term of

budget.
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