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Abstract TE1422?0

The objective of the research was to study chinese identity reflected in
rites and rituals in one 's life and illustrate how certain mechanism and methods
helped to preserve that identity of Ethnic Chinese Thai in Chiangmai city area. The
data were gathered though in-cepth interviews, participial and ncn-participial
observation. Data collected had been inspected ,classified, analyzed .and
composed. The findings of the research were as follows ;

For The five rites reflecting Chinese identity as calling back the protecting
spirit rite { Aok Deun ), rite of passage ( Chook Huay Heu ) , wedding rite,
celebration on the 80 th birthday { Sae Yid ) and burial rite, there were differences
in both pattern and meaning practised among three sequeni generations. For
people of the first generation, the rite were exactly practised as the onginals.
However, some rites of the second and the third generations had been adapted to
be more convenient and appropriate for their environment. Sometimes certain rite
was conducted without realization of its criginal meaning. This would bar the
transferal of beliefs. Consequently, certain rites were diminized in practice,especially
among single family without senior people or even among those who got married
with people of different cultures as the Thais.

The mechanism and methods used by the Ethnic Chinese Thai to conéerve
their Chinese identity through rites included family elders acting as models,
consuitants or instructors, refigions teaders passing on concepts and beliefs,
relatives giving advices and chances to learn through rite participation, community
organization and groups arranging activities to reinforce the cultural identity.

For the image of Chinese identity among the Ethnic Chinese Thai in
Chiang Mai as a whole, some of its part had been assimilated to main culture while
some of its origin still maintained. There was also the sign of restoring Chinese

identity through social mechanism both directly and indirectly,





