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The descriptive research was conducted with aims to study the thinking,
~ feeling to chronic illness, understand of grief in 'chronicélly ill child and the
influencing factors of grief in the children. purposive chosen in.forxnanfs were fourteen
pediatric inpatients at a pediatrics unit whom were diagnosed with chronic illness both
‘male and female aged 6 to 15 years. The informants were selected based on the
recommendations of nurses and they agreed to participate in this study. The data were
collected frém May 2006 to December 2006 by using in-depth interview, participant
observation and field notes. content analyses were performed simulténeou.sly with
data collection and intense analyses were conducted after the collection was
completed. | |

This study reveals that the patients reflect the thinking, feeling of chronic
illness as three characteristics including sporadic illness, the patients would not be the
same as when they were well and loss of social activities. For the grief of chronically
ill child it was found that the children reflected the grief in two successive phased.
They are an initial phase when the patients were percept the diagnoses and a cure
phase. For the part of initial phase, the children first perceived diagnosis from
caregivers. This study finds that the children have Vsh()wn three successive phases.
They are silent period, anger period and grief period. During the cure phase. the
children faced the loss of physical. mental and social images. These induced the
children to reflect gricf in 4 phases. They are anger period, bargaining period, grief
period and self-understanding period: it was a matter of karma and destiny. From this
study-reveals that the factors, which influence the children are the thinking, feeling to
chronic illness. severity of disease, social support, care from health personnel and
family economic.

Results reflect the importance of this finding about the thinking, feeling to
chronic illness, grief of chronically ill child and influencing factor to grief in
chronically ill child. Those factors signified the demands in developing quality care
which is appropriate for the pediatric patient, congruent with thinking’s system,
believe, values and meaning of chronic illness. In addition to the research on grief in
chronically ill child in different diseases. which can be used for developed into a

model of appropriate nursing with condition pediatric patients.





