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Uneven fruit ripening is often found in Mon-Thong durian. This dcfect can not be detected
from extcrnal appearances, and its cause is unknown. A survey revealed that 88% of consumers,
dealers, growers, and researchers regularly observed uneven ripening within durian fruits. In addition,
they obscrved uneven ripening characteristics particularly often in Mon-Thong durian. Most of the
respondents thought this characteristic should be alleviated, and suggested that perhaps too early
harvesting was thc most probable cause of the problem. To establish this, Mon-Thong durian fruits
were harvested at various stages: 100, 107 and 114 day after pollination (dap), in order to cvaluate
whether the maturity stage was related to uneven fruit ripening. In 2003 and 2004, the 100 dap fruits
had the highest rate of uncven fruit ripening. However, 100 dap fruits in 2005 had the lowest ratc of
uncven fruit ripening when compared to the more mature fruits and 100 dap fiuits from the 2004
harvest. Moreover, applying 10,000 pl/l ethephon to the fruit stems could not reduce uneven fruit

ripening in Mon-Thong durian of all maturity stages.





