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This thesis is a historical study which aims to describe the phenomenon of villagers
occupying registered privately-owned land. The research focuses on adaption in relationships of
power regarding resource management which helps the villagers to obtain rights to use the land to
make a living. Bann Rai Dong and Bann Mae Eaw, Amphoe Pa Sang Changwat Lamphun are
used as case studies.

The phenomenon of villagers occupying privately-owned land occurs in the context of social
and economical change in rural areas. Villagers’ adaption of commercial production resulted from
desire to escape scarcity. People committed themselves to two kinds of production:commercial
agricultural production and non-agricultural production. As they cannot rely completely on non-
agricultural production, they have to maintain their agricultural production at the same time.

The study found that although agricultural commercialization is necessary for living, but
previously conditions and limitations on acquiring land and capital caused groups to adapt in
different ways with different rate of success. This created clearer class distinctions. Throughout
the adjustment process of villagers, it can be seen that land ownership is a very important factor in

adaption of every household.
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Overall the changes caused villagers, especially those from poor and middle-class families,
‘to. be concerned about the inequalities and injustice in land possession. Unlike the rich and
middle-class farmers who successfully escaped from scarcity in the 1960s to commerce and
commercial agriculture, that condition prevents the poors from using land to apply for capital to

" affect their adjustment. Consequently the poorer and middle class families, in the context that
they are no longer able to adjust their living solely with former methods, such as clearing new
land, renting land, or working as agricultural or non agricultural labourers, decided to occupy
individual deserted land for commercial agricultural production.

In illegally occupying privately-owned land, villagers need to find a way to acqu,ire right and
legitimacy for their use of the land to earn a living. In this case villagers claimed natural and
community right to adjust power relationship to gain right to use others’ individually owned land.
They claim their right on two levels, natural right and usefruct rights, within village and
community right to act against the outsiders. Community right of the villagers based on natural
and use rights are a community tradition.

To claim land rights, the villagers not only use political movement but they also apply
collective memory to deal with the government. In this process the government is required to
investigate the acquirement of title deeds by the land owners. Villagers primarily insist that the
principle of community right is based on natural right and usefruct rights that are traditional rights
of the local people.

This process of claiming natural and community rights has also created amalgamation of old
customs” and “new customs.” It provides new form of land management in the community.
People claim “a community title deed” to approve their right to access the land.

The result of the process of legitimacy production and position in community using political
methods in order té adjust relationships of power is that villagers achieve success on a local scale.

They can claim their rights to occupy privately-owned land and acquire benefits from the land -

properly.





