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The purpose of this research is to study social and economic backgrounds and future
expectations of Buddhist Students in Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University. The Sample
includes all 4" year Buddhist students of the university at Bangkok campus totalling 295.

Questionaires were administered to them. Besides 15 students were selected for an intensive

interview.

As to the backgrounds, most students come from rural families in the Northeast with a
monthly income of less than baht 3,000. The average family has 3 children. 33.2 percent is the
first born child. Most families are unable to support their children’s education at the university
level. This is the main season why most Buddhist students seek ordination as monks so that can
they have the opportunity to study at Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University as well as to

return gratitude to their parents.

The Buddhist students are strongly motivated in their study. They are equally interested
in religious and secular studies. They are generally satisfied with their studies, except in the
subject of English. Most do not experience financial problems. Some are concerned with

fellow students and senior monks who have high expectations of them.

Most students have high expectations of the benefits they get from studying at the
university. They have learned more about the situation of Buddhism and of Thai society in
general. They are more confident of themselves and would like to play active roles in the
Buddhist Sangha of Thailand. Most students would like to help the people by being their
Thamma teachers and promoting community development rather than by using supernatural and
magical knowledge. Most are not sure how long they will remain in the monkhood and express

a strong desire to continue their academic study at the higher level.
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