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The effervescent-based floating tablet consisted of core tablets coated with effervescent layer
and gas-entrapped membrane has been developed to prolong gastric retention time and obtain
sufficient drug bioavailability. Problem that usually occurs is tackiness of floating tablets. This can
cause failure in floatation and sustained release action of the floating tablet. In this study, the anti-
tacking agents (talc, glyceryl monostearate (GMS), magnesium stearate and Aerosil” 200) were used
to solve tackiness problem of the floating tablet. The effects of type and amount of anti-tacking agents
on free film properties of gas-entrapped membrane (Eudragit®RL) as well as floating properties and
drug release of the floating tablet were investigated. The results showed that only small amount of
anti-tacking agent (5%w/w) decreased dramatically peeling force of the films. Talc and GMS seemed
to decrease the peeling force more than the others anti-tacking agents. Puncture strength, elongation
and energy at break of Eudragit®RL 30D films decreased with incorporating and increasing amount of
anti-tacking agents. For the floating tablets, addition and increase amount of anti-tacking agent
seemed to increased time to float and decreased drug release. However, the floating tablets using talc
and GMS as anti-tacking agent at 5%w/w did not affect time to float significantly. Besides effect of
anti-tacking agent, the effect of gas-entrapped-membrane coating level on floating tablet properties
was also investigated. Increasing level of gas-entrapped membrane increased time to float and
retarded drug release. In this study, good floating abilities (time to float less than 15 minutes, floating
time longer than 12 hours) and sustained drug release of the floating tablets were obtained in all

formulations with and without anti-tacking agents.



