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The main objective of this thesis is to study women's roles in private and public spheres
from three narratives: Twilight over Burma: My life as a Princess (1994) by Inge Sargent, The White
Umbrella (1999) by Partricia Elliott, and My Vanished World: the True Story of a Shan Princess
{(2000) by Nel Adam. Another objective of this thesis is to study literary elements and social, cultural,
and political contexts of those narratives.

From the study, it can be concluded that all three stories illustrate roles of Shan royal ladies
in both private and public spheres. In the private sphere, the stories show how their roles as daughters,
wives, and mothers had been changed as those ladies became leaders of their families and as they
had more power in making decisions. In the public sphere related to social and political issues, Shan
royal ladies had played a leading role in calling on Shan people' s rights and freedom from the
Burmese government. Their existing roles depend on the changing social and political contexts.

As a result, the narratives showed that women's roles in the private and public spheres could
not be separated, especially for Shan royal ladies. Being Shan royal ladies, their private lives inevitably
became politic. Therefore, parts of their roles were determined by social conditions such as marriage
for political reasons and mutual benefit in the future or socialization and catering for establishing
international retationship.

As for literary elements, the narratives, based on experiences of Shan royal ladies, show the
effects of political persecution during the General Newin regime, which resulted in the ruin of the
authors’ families and the Shan State. At the same time, the authors employed their writing as a means
to appeal for justice from the Burmese government. To accomplish this purpose, the authors combined
historical writing, ethnography, myth and fiction with autobiographical elements to present their

experiences and to express their thoughts and feelings.



