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 This research is intended to examine and compile data pertaining to yantra tattoos 
of prisoners and to develop a tattoo database to be used in combination with the criminal 
history database for person identification. The focus is on prisoners with yantra tattoos from 
10 prisons under the jurisdiction of Provincial Police Region 7.  The sample consists of 83 
prisoners who had given their written consent to fill out a survey and have the photographs of 
their tattoos taken between October 16, 2009 -March 31, 2010. 
 It was found that most prisoners with yantra tattoos were male, between 21-30 
years of age. The majority of them were first-time drug convictees who had worked as manual 
laborers before being convicted. The back is the most common place for a tattoo to be placed.  
Most tattoos were done in black ink by Brahmin masters for decorative as well as protective 
purposes.   
 The data were collected and then added to a tattoo database, developed in 
conjunction with web applications to facilitate further processing. 
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