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The purposes of this study were (1) to investigate members’ participation in
activities of saving group for production in Chiang Mai, (2) to examine factors related
to members’ participation in activities of saving group for production, and (3) to study
problems, obstacles, and suggestions of members towards participation in activities of
saving group for production

The samples used in this study were 306 members of saving group for
production in Chiang Mai province. An interview schedules were used to collect data
which was analyzed by computer program in Social Science Research. Frequency,
percentage, means, standard deviation, and multiple regression analysis were
employed for statistical analyses.

The results revealed that more than half of the samples were female with an
average age of 48.4 years. Most of them had other jobs which were not farming, and
finished elementary education with an average income of 140,656.86 baht a year, and
had an average debt of more than 25,000 baht a year. They were members of a co-

operative group, contacted a community development officers1-2times a year,

attended meetings 1-2 times annually, and received information of saving group
information at low level.

Participation in activities of saving group for production in Chiang Mai
province studying from five aspects—thinking, planning, processing, benefits, and
evaluation—showed that the members, as a whole, participated at high level.

From studying factors related to members’ participation in saving group for
production, it was found that the statistical significance factors were age, debt,
information openness, attitudes of the members toward saving group production, and
problems of the members in participating the group’s activities. Most of the factors
positively correlated with the level of participation. The only factor negatively
correlated was the problems of member in participating the group’s activities.

Problems and suggestions of the members were found at low level. The group
members suggested that related offices should support budget to run saving group
production, and encourage community members to participate in the group’s
activities.





