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The purposes of this study are to investigate the poverty situation of Thai

elderly and examine developmental ways for elderly with working ability; to maintain their
socio-economic engagement; and to develop management model to promote their self
reliance and quality of life. The two phases of this study include 1) a quantitative study
to investigate the poverty situation; and 2) an participatory operative study to develop
management model. Singhburi provice was selected as the study site. Results illustrate
that the proportion of Thai population aged over 60 will increase more rapidly in the next
50 years than that in the past, with higher burden on the working age group. The
participatory operative study reveals the success factors to involve 1) leadership of core
elderly; 2) the strength of communities in region; 3) the role of academic partnership; and
4) public organizations’ support. The findings suggest a broader multi-dementional
components than a solely economic-based poverty peoblem sol\)ing. The elderly quality
of life dimension obtained in this study comprises 6 aspects: 1) economic/income; 2)
living arrangement; 3) well-being; 4) V\.zarmth and relationship within the family; 5) social
activities engagement; and 6) worthiness. Results raise several challenging issues on
how to maintain economic/income self-reliance in elderly, and also their genail living with
support interdependently that bring them health, strength, and self-dependence. It is
recommended that the government should foster those muti-aspects based on sufficiency
economy; health promotion and proper self-care among elderly; support of
family/society’s strength and understanding of elderly to encourage their active social

engagement so as to maintain their good quality of life.





