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This thesis aims to study reasons as to why professors, scholars, and students have
not paid adequate attention to the Middle East studies at the tertiary level during 1973 —
2005. The data with which this thesis consults are mainly derived from the content ahalysis
of the leading universities' Faculty of Political Science's curriculum. In addition, the
interview sessions with many leading professors and scholars also form as major data for
this thesis.

This thesis applies the concept of both political and cultural imperialism, elaborated
by Prefessor Johan Gultung as a conceptual framework of analysis. The result of this study
cbncludés that US support to Thailand on various fronts at some points has led to the Thai
government's policy of attaching much significance to the US. In similar vein, Thai scholars
also paid so much attention to the American studies that they overlock the studies of other
regions, including the Middle East.

This thesis also concludes that in the aftermath of 11 September 2001, the Midale
East studies in Thailand has immensely improved to the extent that many more scholars
and students are interested in the Middle East region. However, both the government and
academic communities should cooperate in order to improve and expand the studies of

this region to a greater extent.





