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ABSTRACT 222018

The objectives of this research were: 1) to study about the Changes of Rice Cultivation
in an Isan Community : a Case Study of Commercial Jasmine Rice Production in Thung Kula
Rong -Hai. i.e. change from the traditional system to commercial production of jasmine rice, 2)
to study about the conditions that are related with the chaﬁge of rice production system in the
communities, and 3) to study about the impacts of the commercial production of jasmine rice on
the families of the farmers and their communities. This is a qualitative research. The data was
collected through interviews and non-participant observation. The result of the research is
summarized as follows:

It was found out that the development of communities’ rice production could be divided
into 3 periods. First period (village establishment — 1952): production for life-sustenance. There
was production of tools in communities. Rice species were varied. Human and animals’ labor
was used. Main production was for glutinous rice. Regarding the distribution of the produce, the
produce was exchanged for things that were not produced by the villagers themselves. Second
period (1952 - 1964): start of rice production for sale. Glutinous rice was grown for sale and
mixed traditional-modemn technology was used. Hiring of human labor for production started.
Third period (1964 - present): the government implemented the policy of Thung Kula Rong-Hai
development. As a result, the communities have had more contacts with outsiders and taken
new innovations such as rice seeds. Communities learned about the use of production
techniques for the increase of the produce. The purpose of production was changed from
production for life-sustenance to production for sale. As a consequence, rice production system
was changed from “transplanting” to “direct seeding”. Machines have been mainly used. Labor
is hired. Rituals that are related with rice-growing have significantly decreased. “Promoted” rice

seeds are used. Non-glutinous rice is mainly grown.
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For the éhange of communities’ rice production system, there are many factors. Internal
factors are: contacts and inter-reliance between towns and rural area, desire for an increase of
the produce, type of soil that fits with the growing of jasmine rice, imitation regarding
acceptance of innovations, and values and beliefs on livelihood. External factors are: the
government’s policy of developiﬁg the Thung Kula Rong-Hai towards the world’s biggest area
of jasmine rice growing and the role of the private business sector that launches packaged
agricultural business that supplies seeds, fertilizer and pesticides, releases loans, sells
production means and buys rice.

The impacts of the system of commercial jasmine rice production are as follows. 1)
Impacts on communities. Economic aspect: Positive points include rotated money within the
community and more efficient use of land. Negative points include increased indebtedness in
community, high number of loan-sources, and higher production cost. Social aspect: Positive
points include greater reliance on outsiders, receipt of knowledge on the use of production
technology, and receipt of knowledge on new way of rice cultivation. Negative points include:
decreased refationships with people in community and household, decreased importance of rice
field hut, decreased food security, disappeared traditional téchnology, lost diversity of rice
species, and decreased value system related with rice and rice cultivation. Physical aspect: All
impacts are negative i.e. decreqs,e,d soil fertility, imbalanced ecological system,‘ and decreased
pasture land. | |

2) Impacts on families. Economic aspect: Positive impact is increased income. Negative
impacts are labor migration and indebtedness. Social aspect: All impacts are negative i.e. lack of
bargaining power, reliance on outsiders, decreased time of joint activities among community

members, and decreased role of village seniors.





