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This research aims at examining the status or research and synthesizing the
body of knowledge on mass media professional ethics and providing suggestions for
further research.

The researcher analyzed 60 studies in Communication Arts dating from 1977-
2003 as well as gathering studies in other Asian countries and international journals for
comparison.

Results indicate that there are only a small number of research studies on mass
media professional ethics most of which are Master's theses. Most common topics
include the nature of ethical problems, the perception of ethical standards by various
groups of people and factors leading to ethical violations.

The qualitative analysis of the research studies shows that the prevailing media
ethical problems include the lack of objectivity, inaccuracy, the portrayal of excessive
violence, the violation of the right of privacy, prejudging of news figures, and bribery.
Factors leading to ethical violations include the judgment of individual practitioners,
business competition, limitation of media routines, inefficient regulatory system, outside
forces and the ambiguity of ethical principles.

More research should be done on ethical principles and the teaching of ethics
which are the topics most often published in the international journal.  More studies
should look at the public’'s and the victims’ perception of the ethical problems as well
as looking at the change in ethical perception and ethical problems due to globalization

and the diffusion of new information technology.
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(University of North Carolina at

Wilmington)

The TARES Test: Five Principles for

Ethical Persuasion

- Sherry Baker (Brigham Young
University)
- David L. Martinson (Florida

International University)

Semantics and Ethics of

Propaganda

- Jay Black (University of South
Florida—St. Petersburg)

Public Relations Ethics: Contrasting
Models from the Rhetorics of Plato,

Aristotle, and Isocrates

- Charles W. Marsh Jr. (University

of Kansas)

A Framework for Evaluating
Coverage of Ethics in Professions

and Society

- David A. Craig (University of

Oklahoma)

Five Baselines for Justification in

Persuasion

- Sherry Baker (Brigham Young

University)

15.1/2000 Dietrich Bonhoeffer and | -David L. Martinson (Florida
Communication “the Truth” : Words | International University)
of Wisdom for Journalists

15.4/2000 The Concept of Media - Patrick Lee Plaisance (Syracuse

Accountability Reconsidered

University)
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14.1/1999 Getting It Right: Aristotle’s "Golden | - Stanley B. Cunningham
Mean" as Theory Deterioration | (University of Windsor)
A Framework for Evaluating - David A. Craig (University of
Coverage of Ethics in Professions Oklahoma)
and Society
14.2/1999 Five Baselines for Justification in - Sherry Baker (Brigham Young
Persuasion University)
14.4/1999 Right to Know, Press Freedom, - Candace Cummins Gauthier
Public Discourse (University of North Carolina at
Wilmington)
Commentator Ethics: A Policy - Paul Haridakis (Kent State
Public Journalism and Traditional University)
Journalism: A Shift in Values? - Philip Meyer (University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill)
David Arant (University of
Memphis)
13.3/1998 Public Journalism and Traditional - Philip Meyer (University of North
Journalism: A Shift in Values? Carolina at Chapel Hill)
- M. David Arant (University of
Memphis)
12.1/ 1997 Who's Responsible for Journalism? | - John H. McManus (Saint Mary's
College of California)
12.4/ 1997 Applying Kidder's Ethical Decision- | - Sherry Baker (Brigham Young

(Special Issue:

Teaching Media

Ethics)

Making Checklist to Media Ethics

University)
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11.1/1996 (Special

Issue: Diversity)

Completeness and Exclusion in
Journalism Ethics: An Ethnographic

Case Study

- Don Heider (University of

Colorado)

Beyond Diversity: Expanding the

Canon in Journalism Ethics

- Tom Brislin (University of
Hawaii)

- Nancy Williams (Utah State

University)
11.2/1996 Implications of Audience Ethics for | - James Aucoin (University of
the Mass Communicator South Alabama)
Virtual Anonymity: Online - Jane B. Singer (Colorado State
Accountability and the Virtuous University)
Virtual Journalist
11.3/1996 Public Journalism and the - Theodore L. Glasser (Stanford

(Special Issue:

Communitarian

Prospects for Press Accountability

University)

- Stephanie Craft (University of

Journalism) Missouri)

10.1/1995 Existential Objectivity: Freeing - Kevin Stoker (University of North
Journalists to be Ethical Carolina at Greensboro)

10.3/ 1995 Measuring Morality in Newspaper - William B. Blankenburg

Management

(University of Wisconsin-Madison)
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19.1/2004

If Looks Could Kill: Digital

Manipulation of Fashion Models

- Shiela Reaves (University of
Wisconsin—Madison)

- Jacqueline Bush Hitchon
(University of Wisconsin—
Madison)

- Sung-Yeon Park (University of
Wiconsin—Madison)

- Gi Woong Yun (University of

Wisconsin—Madison)

19.3 - 19.4/2004
(Special Issue:
Journalism Ethics
and Other

Professions)

Three Essays on Journalism and

Virtue

- Stuart Adam (Carleton
University—Poynter Institute)

- Stephanie Craft (University of
Missouri)

- Elliot Cohen (Indian River

Community College)
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18.1/2003 New Challenges of Globalization for |- Sidney Callahan (St. John's
Journalism University, Queens, NY)
Moral Language in Newspaper - Wendy Barger (University of St.
Commentary: A Kohlbergian Thomas)
Analysis
18.2/2003 Public Opinion about News - Daniel Riffe (Ohio University)
Coverage of Leaders’ Private Lives
17.1/ 2002 Privacy Invasion by the News - Candace Cummins Gauthier
Media: Three Ethical Models (University of North Carolina at
Wilmington)
17.2/2002 Evolving Standards in Public - Kathy R. Fitzpatrick, DePaul
Relations: A Historical Examination  |University
of PRSA’s Codes of Ethics
17.3/2002 Searching for the Ethical Journalist: |- Lee Wilkins (University of
An Exploratory Study of the Morall Missouri)
Development of News Workers - Renita Coleman (Louisiana State
University)
17.4/2002 Journalism after September 11: - Dennis D. Cali (East Carolina

(Special Issue :
Search for a Global

Media Ethic)

Unity as Moral Imperative

University
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16.4/2001 “Fruit of the Poisonous Tree.” - Donald Challenger (Syracuse
Journalistic Ethics and Voice Mail University)
Surveillance - Cecillia Friend (Utica College of
Syracuse University)
Online Journalists Face New Ethical |- Mark Deuze (University of
Dilemmas: Lessons from the Amsterdam)
Netherlands - Daphne Yeshua (University of
Amsterdam)
15.2/ 2000 The Moon Hoax: Debates About - Brian Thornton (Midwestern State
Ethics in 1835 New York University)
Newspapers
14.4/ 1999 Divergence of Duty: Differences in |- Elizabeth Blanks Hindman (North
Legal and Ethical Responsibilities Dakota State University)
13.1/1998 Whose Benefit? Gay and Lesbian - Hillary Warren (University of
Journalists Discuss Outing, the Texas at Austin)
Individual, and the Community - Gary Hicks (University of Texas
at Austin)
The Disappearing Media Ethics - Brian Thornton (Midwestern State
Debate : Letters to the Editor University)
13.2/1998 New Technology Effects Inventory: |- Thomas Cooper (Emerson
Forty Leading Ethical Issues College)
13.3/1998 The Case of Dark Alliance - Edward L. Carter (University of

Utah)
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12.3/ 1997 Actions of Early Journalists Often - Fred Fedler (University of Central
Unethical, Even lllegal Florida)
11.3/ 1996 Community Journalism: Good - Ralph D. Barney (Brigham Young

(Special Issue:

Communitarian

Intentions, Questionable Practice

University)

A Crisis of Conscience: Is

- J. Herbert Altschull (Johns

Journalism) Community Journalism the Answer? |Hopkins University)
10.1/ 1995 The Ethical Dilemma of Television - Matthew C. Ehrlich (University of
News Sweeps llinois at Urbana-Champaign)
Covering Antigone: Reporting on - Lee Wilkins (University of
Conflict of Interest Missouri)
10.3/1995 Newspaper Monopolies: Profits and |- Fred Blevens (Texas A&M
Morality in a Captive Market University)
Bloody News and Vulnerable |-- Jeffrey S. Wilkinson (University
Populations: An Ethical Question of Tennessee)
- James E. Fletcher (University of
Georgia)
10.4/1995 The Role of Government in Undermi|- Richard T. Kaplar, The Media

Journalistic Ethi

Institute; Patrick D. Maine, The

Media Institute
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19.2/ 2004
(Special Issue: Media

Ethics in Australia)

Stakeholders Versus Shareholders:

Journalism, Business, and Ethics

- lan Richards (University of South

Australia)

Australian Media Ethics Regime

and Ethical Risk Management

- Charles Sampford (Griffith
University in Australia)
- Robyn Lui (Griffith University in

Australia)

18.2/ 2003

Normative Conflict in the
Newsroom: The Case of Digital

Photo Manipulation

- Wilson Lowrey (Mississippi

State University)

18.3- 18./2003

Chinese Ethics in Communication,
Collaboration, and Digitalization in

the Digital Age

- Ying-shun Hsieh (National
Chengchi University, Taiwan)

- Ching-chun Hsieh (Academia
Sinica, Taiwan)

- John A. Leman (University of

Alaska)
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17.1/ 2002 Times v. Sullivan: Landmark of - John C. Watson (American
Land Mine on the Road to Ethical University)
Journalism?
Responsibility and Ethics in the - Raphael Cohen-Almagor
Canadian Media: Some Basic (University of Haifa)
Concerns

17.2./2002 Leaks: How Do Codes of Ethics - Taegyu Son (University of North

( Special Issue: Code

of Ethics)

Address Tem?

Carolina at Chapel Hill)

Five Versions of One Code of
Ethics: The Case Study of the Israel

Broadcasting Authority

- Yehiel (Hilik) Limor (Tel-Aviv

University)

- Ins Gabel (The Open University)

17.4/2002 (Special
Issue Search for a

Global Media Ethics)

The Search for Ethical Journalism in
Central America and the Failure of

the New Orleans Declaration

- Rick Rockwell (American

University)

16.1/2001

Secularists or Modern Day
Prophets? : Journalists’ Ethics and

the Judeo-Christian Tradition

- Doung Underwood (University of

Washington)

Competing Moral Visions: Ethics

and the Stealth Bible

- Ken Waters (Pepperdine

University)

16.2-16.3/2001
(Special Double
Issue Ethics &
Professional

Persuasion)

Responding To Propaganda : An

Ethical Persuation

- Stanley B. Cunningham
(University of Windsor)

Communication in the Unfettered
Marketplace: Ethical Interrelationship

Business, Government, and Stakehol

- Robert I. Wakefield (Brigham
Young University, Hawaii)
- Coleman F. Barney (Solution

Bank International)

16.4/2001

Digital Research in Media Ethics:
An Annotated Webliography of

Information

- Emily Walshe (Long Island

University/ C.W. Post Campus)
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156.2/ 2000

Cut From the Same Cloth?

Communications Researcher Ethics

- Fiona Chew (Syracuse

University)

15.4/2000 (Special

Issue: Accountability)

New Media Synergy: Emergence of

Institutional Conflicts of Interest

- Stephanie Craft (University of
Missouri)
- Charles Davis (University of

Missouri, Columbia)

14.1/1999 Groping Toward Ethics in | - Kenneth Starck (University of
Transitioning Press Systems: The | lowa)
Case of Romania
Editors for a Day: Readers’ |-Enn Raudsepp (Concordia
Responses to Journalists’ Ethical | University)
Dilemmas
14.2/1999 Advertising Ethics: South Korean | - Hyunsoo Park (University of
and American Perceptions and | Florida)
Ideology - Michael F. Weigold (University
of Florida)
- Debbie M. Treise (University of
Florida)
14.3/1999 Media Ethics Education: A Compar - Mark J. Braun (Gustavus

of Student Respons

Adolphus College)
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13.3/ 1998 Public Relations and the Tobacco - Steven R. Thomsen (Brigham
Industry: Examining the Debate on | Young University)
Practitioner Ethics
Social Responsibility in Covering - Kristie Bunton Northington
Community Division: A Narrative (University of St. Thomas)
Case Analysis
Ethical Decision Making in - JoAnn Myer Valenti (Brigham
Environmental Communication Young University)

12.2/1997 Witness for the Plaintiff: Ethical - Michael Perkins (Brigham Young

(Special Issue: Where

Ethics and Law

Considerations of Being a Libel

Plaintiff's Expert Witness

University)

Converge) Media Lawyers as Factor in the - Sigman L. Splichal (University of
Ethical Decisions of Journalists Miami)
12.3/1997 Using Cognitive Mapping to Assess | - David L. Rarick (University of
Ethical Sensitivity in News Viewers Minnesota)
- Tammy Swenson-Lepper (
University of Minnesota)
- Rebecca Ann Lind (University of
lllinois—Chicago)
11.1/ 1996 Race and Viewer Evaluations of - Rebecca Ann Lind (University of

(Special Issue:

Ethically Controversial TV News

lllinois—Chicago)

Diversity) Stories

11.2/1996 Care and Justice in Audience - Rebecca Ann Lind (University of
Evaluations of Ethics in TV News lllinois—Chicago)

11.3/1996 Ruminations About the - Louis W. Hodges (Washington

(Special Issue:
Communitarian

Journalism)

Communitarian Debate

and Lee University)
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10.2/1995 Using Two Ethical Guidelines to - Marlin Shipman (Arkansas State
Determine If State-Sponsored University)
Executions Should Be Televised or
Photographed
Ethical Reasoning in the Process of | - Russell B. Williams
Gathering News for Television: (Pennsylvania State University)
Privacy and AIDS Testing
Assessing Ethical Sensitivity In - Rebecca Ann Lind (University of
Television News Viewers: A lllinois—Chicago)
Preliminary Investigation - David L. Rarick (University of

Minnesota)
10.4/1995 Gotcha! Deciding When Sources - Sandra L. Borden (Indiana

are Fair Game

University)
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17.3/2002 Media Ethics Textbook Case - Virginia Whitehouse (Whitworth
Studies Need New Actors and New | College)
Issues - James B. McPherson
(Whitworth College)
16.1/2001 Embracing Objectivity Early On: - Joseph A. Mirando (Southestern
Journalism Textbooks of the 1800s Louisiana University)
15.2/ 2000 Teaching Moral Development in - Keith Goree (St. Petersburg
Journalism Education Junior College)
15.3/2000 Teaching Media Ethics in a - Raul Reis (California State
Multicultural Setting University, Long Beach)
14.2/1999 Teaching Ethics: The Moral - Elizabeth M. Tucker (University
Development of Educators of Texas at Austin)
- Daniel A. Stout (Brigham Young
University)
14.3/1999 "You Had to Be There" (And They - Russell Frank (Pennsylvania
Weren't): The Problem With State University)
Reporter Reconstructions
13.1/ 1998 Lessons on Ethics in News - Joseph A. Mirando
Reporting Textbooks, 1867-1997 (Southeastern Louisiana
University)
12.4/ 1997 Should Professional Competence - Douglas Birkhead (University of

(Special Issue:
Teaching Media
Ethics)

Be Taught as Ethical?

Utah)

Case Studies by Numbers: A

Journalism Ethics Learning Strategy

- Tom Brislin  (University of

Hawaii)
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14.3/ 1999 Ethical Conflicts Confronted by | - Jerry Bornstein (Baruch College
Librarians in News Media City University of New York)

12.1/ 1997 Social Influences on Journalists' - Paul S. Voakes (Indiana
Decision making in Ethical University)
Situations

11.4/ 1996 Moral Justifications for Privacy and | - Samuel P. Winch (Bowling
Intimacy Green State University)
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19.1/ 2004 The Public’s Right to Know: A - Brian Richardson (Washington

Dangerous Notion

and Lee University)

19.3 - 19.4/2004
(Special Issue:
Journalism Ethics
and Other

Professions)

The One-Sided Obligations of

Journalism

- Michael Davis (lllinois Institute of

Technology)

18.2/ 2003

Can Natural Law Defend

Advertising?

- Jeffrey J. Maciejewski

(Creighton University)

18.3-18.4/2003

Reformatting Ethics

- David J. Gunkel (Northerm
lllinois University)
- Debra Hawhee (University of

llinois at Urbana—Champaign)

17.1/ 2002 Covering Ethics Through Analysis - David A. Craig (University of
and Commentary: A Case Study Oklahoma)
17.3/2002 International Law and the Search - Michael Perkins (Brigham Young

for Universal Principles in

Journalism Ethics

University)
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17.4/2002 A Universal Code of Journalism - Roberto Herrscher, Les Heures

(Special Issue:

Ethics: Problems, Limitations, and

(University of Barcelona, Spain)

Search for a Global Proposals

Media Ethic)

15.1/ 2000 Rights, Wrongs, and - Paul S. Voakes (Indiana
Responsibilities : Law and Ethics in | University)
the Newsroom

13.3/1998 Codes and Culture at The Courier— |- David E. Boeyink (Indiana
Journal: Complexity in Ethical University)
Decision Making

12.1/ 1997 Public Virtue: A Focus for - Christopher J. Schroll (University
Editorializing about Political of North Dakota)
Character - Richard J. Kenney (University of

Georgia)

12.3/1997 Press Law Debate in Kenya: Ethics | - David N. Dixon (Indiana
as Political Power University)

11.4/ 1996 Computers, Privacy, and - Wendell Cochran (American
Journalists: A Suggested Code of University)
Information Practices
An Ethics Code Postmortem: The - Jeffrey L. Courtright (Miami
National Religious Broadcasters’ University)
EFICOM

10.2/ 1995 In The Spirit of the Law: An Ethical - James L. Schwar (University of

Alternative to the Fairness Doctrine

New Mexico)




56
a waa o ¥ a o v
nadfiAnyliiian1ssus

] |
= A A

a o 7R a a dl dl o o a a dl v
NUAKENNLAREaINT e EaUAsuaITNAINAAATRTINIINITNN AR 5T TN AR 91

finaas waznslddrynyntssaaninhlgwamsasusssnae Asedaluninedm 8

o o

= 4 a o Aac T o v A a o a waa o ¥ a o v
AN 8 5’]ﬂ%’ﬂ\1'}u'3"]ﬂu’]uqu']‘ﬁ'1ﬁ]ﬂluﬂ'@““qm’ﬂﬂlﬂﬂ')ﬂuwﬂﬂguﬁlVIVI'fLMLﬂﬂﬂqiiug

AUl TalFnq Tafus
14.2/ 1999 ResponsibleAdvertisers:A - Anne Cunningham (University of

Contractualist Approach to Ethical | Tennessee)

Power
12.4/ 1997 The Media Ethics Classroom and | - Sharon Logsdon Yoder
(Special Issue: Learning to Minimize Harm (California State University,
Teaching Media Chico)
Ethics) - Glen L. Bleske (California State

University, Chico)
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