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This research aims at examining the status or research and synthesizing the
body of knowledge on mass media professional ethics and providing suggestions for
further research.

The researcher analyzed 60 studies in Communication Arts dating from 1991-
2003 as well as gathering studies in other Asian countries and international journals for
comparson.

Results indicate that there are only a small number of research studies on mass
media professional ethics most of which are Master's theses. Most common topics
include the ncture of ethical problems, the percepticn of ethical standards by various
groups of people and factors leading to ethical violations.

The quaiitative analysis of the research studies shows that the prevailing media
ethical problems include the lack of objectivity, inaccuracy, the portrayal of excessive
violence, the violation of the right of privacy, prejudging of news figures, and bribery.
Factors feading to ethical violations inciude the judgment. of individual practitioners,
cusiness competition, limitation of media routines, inefficient reguiatory system, outside
forces and the ambiguity of ethical princigles.

More research should be done on ethical principles and the teaching of ethics
which are the topics most often published in the international jeurnal. More studies
should ook at the public’'s and the victims' perception of ihe ethical problems as well
as looking at the change in ethical perception and ethical problems due to globalization

and the diffusion of new information technology.



