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The purpose of the research was to study British and American architecture established in
Chiang Mai between A.D. 1829 - 1939. In the beginning, the researcher collected all data from various
printed matters and old piciures taken in the past. Later, field survey was carried out, using methods of
taking house measurement, taking photographs, drawing identified pictures, and also interviewing
specialists concerned. Then, an analysis of data gathered to find for the pattern, design, and
distinguished feature of each house was conducted. Afterwards, comparative analysis on both British
and American architecture types were studied further in order to indicate the similarities and differences.

The findings based on historical, social, and cultural background revealed distinctively main
purposes of British and American arrival residing in Chiang Mai. Separately, the former, with a
commercial point of view, had a deliberate aim of obtaining concession from Siam to set up in forest
business while the later with the main reason for spreading Christianity. Consequently, western stylc of
construction was first visible in the territory at that time. While British housing established by diverse
techniques and decorations were intentionally served as residence and office, American buildings were
erected by the particular method and decoration and exploited as residence, church school, and
hospital.

Dealing with comparison and contrast of both architectural types. It was concluded that most
prominent parts of pattern, design and style were similar as well illustrated by the location, layout of
boundary and compound, structure of housing and also decorations: only small detail accessories in
each house were different. To sum up, British and American architecture viewed as a whole had

particular characteristics in common that was obviously transferred to each other as well.



