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This research project fdcuses on the study of the architeotﬁre_xlndesign iﬁ the reign of King Rama V.
It explores various factors, which have had long lasting impacts on Thai architéctural design and on
society as a whole up to the present days. The main emphasis is an e)-(amination of the prominent
architectural designs which were designed by both Thai and Foreigﬂ architectures during Kin gﬂRama v
period throu gﬂ both documentary as well as primary researches, i.e. field research.

The résearch findings are as follow:

(1). The impact of Westel;n Architecture on the Thai traditional ways of life and Thai society has
been significant since King Rama V era.

(2). The architecture developed under King Rama V is considered as a key turning point for
development of Thai society. The designs adopted reflect the adaptation and application of modern
technology or Western style to the Thai society. The desigﬁs were also popular among the rural class as
well as middle class. . »

(3). One crucial factor co;ltributing to the popularity of Western architectural design is the fact
that it was preferred and adopted by King Rama V.

(4). The adoption of Wes‘:[em architectural designé also.reflects the hidden agenda of King Rama
V in an attempt to show the world that Thailand is also modernized and civilized. Wat Nivesthampravat
well i]lustrated such Western architectural influence and design.

(5). It is also eVidem that the development plan of Thailand at the time was already an integrative
and interdiscipiinary one. The pla;x combines various ﬁeldé in an atternpt to modernize the country along
Western line including government economics engineering architecture and medicine. W

(6). There were three architectural designs under the period of study:

6.1 The original Western style
6.2-The mixed Thai-Western style
6.3 The original/traditional Thai style

Itis Wbrth noting that the:re is a common thread among the three styles mentioned above. All style
maintain the uniqueness of the Royal architectural design, i.e. compose of a very delicate and elegant
pattei‘n which in turn reflects the uniqueness of the owner of the work.

’ It is also recornmended tl;at more studies on the architectural designs under King Rama V and

other architectural designs and théir impact on Thai society should be encouraged.





