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Most public open spaces in Saochingcha District community are enclosed by built
structures or attached along transportation lines and have various and different spatial configuration
and organization characteristics. This discrepancy differently affects the pedestrians’ visual potentials
or ‘isovist fields' which would also subsequently influence different moving and static activity patterns
(Benedikt, 1976). That is, the area with a vast isovist field has a potential to attract multi-types of
pedestrian and activity in various periods of time while on the contrary, the area with a smaller isovist

field attracts the less ‘mix’.

This study aims to test Benedikt's idea by using public open spaces in Saochingcha District
community, an urban community as a case study. This is carried out by creating systematic space

use pattern maps, comparing with isovist field maps to analyse their interrelationship.

The analytical result shows that isovist fields do not always relate to the levels of mix-use.
Detailed findings reveal that although the ‘outsiders’ or those who are not familiar with the area such
as tourists rely on isovist fields for their wayfindings, the ‘insiders’ such as local dwellers and workers
rather opt for ‘shortcuts’ to go about the area despite having much confined isovist fields. An
important area which functions as the civic landmark such as the Civic Ground in front of Bangkok
Metropolitan Office has a very vast isovist field but very low level of mix-use. This is because the
Ground is too much exposed and heated and also circled by heavy traffic routes. Anocther area within
an important community such as Rachabopit Pattana community has a very confined isovist field but
a i\igh level of space use in some certain periods of time because of its outdoor market.
Synthesizing with the data on the area’s land use and building use patterns as well as the spatial
typology of its public open spaces, the findings can be summarized that successful and popular public
open spaces in Saochingcha District community should not only have high potential of sight and
access but also other landscape qualities such as shadings and temporary activities, especially those

of food vendors, and also potential to efficiently connect to other areas.





