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The study “Political Participation of Middle-Class People in Mueang Chiang Rai District, Chiang
Rai Province has 2 objectives as follows: 1) to investigate pattern and level of participation of the
middle-class people in Mueang Chiang Rai District, Chiang Rai Province; and 2) to study factors
related to political participation of the middle-class peoplc in Mueang Chiang Rai District of
Chiang Rai Province. The researcher adopted 2 approaches in this study:

1. Document study: the researcher researched related information from academic
documents, researches, and other related literature.

2. Field research: the researcher collected data from interviews and participatory
observation. The data were collected from 4 groups of samples consisting of 28 people. The first
sample group was doctors and nurses; the second group was government officers and university
lecturers; the third group was entrepreneurs and representatives from Chiang Rai Chamber of
Commerce; and the last group was community leaders. To select these samples, the purposive
sampling was implemented.

According to the first objective, the study results showed that all sample groups did not
report the behavior of sending SMS to express their political-related opinions, civil disobedience,
or initiating a forum in a webboard. However, these sample groups used to read a few of others’
opinions on the webboard, except the group of community leaders who never read any webboard
forum. Each sample group had its own pattern of political pafticipation which was various. (1)
The group of doctors and nurses sent politic-related emails to their colleagues and the people they
know. This group also discussed political issues with their family members and colleagues. (2)

For the group of government officers and university lecturers, the study result revealed that the
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government officers sent political-issues emails to their colleagues, and discussed politics,
especially on the issues concerning with their jobs, in their offices. For the university lecturers,
they expressed their political participation through academic articles published in printed media
and on the web. They also sent confidential letters, notices and suggestions to the authorities. (3)
The group of entrepreneurs and representatives from Chiang Rai Chamber of Commerce used
their meetings as the medium to express their opinions. They then sent their suggestions initiated
in the meetings to the government organizations. (4) The group of community leaders regularly
used their panel discussion events to express their political experiences.

For the second objective, the research result showed that occupational factors had an
influence on political participation of the middle-class people in Mueang Chiang Rai the most.
The second most was the educational factor, the family factor, and the information factor,
respectively. The reason why the information factor became less influence was that the sample
groups had analyzed the information they received before they decided to believe or not to
believe the information. The information normally cameé from the bias sources, so the sample
groups thought that the information they received was unreliable or unrealistic.

In order to establish participatory democracy in Thai society, the researcher suggested
that middle-class people should be the leaders of the establishment. The government should
provide trainings and budget for the middle-class people by sending training teams to the grass
root communities regularly and continuously. Teaching and learning on democracy should be
enforced in every level of education. And, this should be done in parallel with the promotion of
democratic culture among the middle-class people. The complete power decentralizatibn should
be promoted in order to estaBlish political participation among local people. With this action, the
people will cooperate with local administration organizations in local community development
activities. And, it will also help promote the awareness of sufficiency economy among the people.
Life quality of the people will be developed, and then the people will pay more attention to
politics. The government should promote good and great people to work as members of the
government. The action will affect thinking and decision making process of the people when they

have to vote for their representatives. Then, the quality of members of the parliament will be

better.





