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The objective of this study is to investigate working conditions' and needs for social services of
foreign child labour in fishery processing industry, Mahachai Sub-district, Amphur Maung, Samut Sakhon
Province, as well as, the relationship between their working conditions and needs for social services. Four
hundred and seven Burmese child labours, aged 13-18, were interviewed with questionnaires; some selected
cases were also informally interviewed. Results are as follows:

Samples comprise similar proportions of males and females, with the average age of 16. Most
of them are single and come to Thailand with their parents or relatives. About half live in Thailand for
1-2 years, and most of them have working licenses. More than half peel shrimps, cut and clean fishes,
respectively. Most of them stay with relatives by renting houses outside their factories. The working
conditions most found are at moderate level (53.3%), not so good (28%), and good (18.7 %).

In terms of the relationship between personal factors and working conditions, it was found
that most female child labours work in a better condition than males and the foreign child labours who
come to Thailand with brokers work in a better condition than those who come by themselves, or with
friends/parents. The foreign child labours who do not have working licenses work in a better conditions
than those who have, and those who stay in Thailand less than 2 years work in a better condition than
those who stay in Thailand more than 2 years. These findings are not relevant to the proposed
hypotheses, except the relationship between age and working condition which is found that the foreign
child labours who are 16-18 years old work in a better condition than those who are 13-15.

As for the needs for social services, it is found that schooling is the top priority while other
needs, such as, working licenses, free accommodations, free medical care provided by entrepreneurs,

holiday trips, and assistance centers for foreign child labours, are less important, respectively.





