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Abstract
Background: The Faculty of Medicine annually allocates its own budget for research grant but the
numbers of research publication each year in the previous study was only 21.5%
Objective: To study and improve the supportive system for research publication within the Faculty of
Medicine, Khon Kaen University.
Setting: The Faculty of Medicine, Khon Kaen University.
Design: Descriptive study
Methods: The sequences of the study included; phase 1) reviewed proposals granted by the
Faculty of Medicine between the years 2002- 2004 and then a structured questionnaire was sent to
all principal investigators; phase 2) problems related to research publication were analyzed after

discussed with a focus group who were involved in research activities; phase 3) reported the
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problems to the Faculty’s administrative board; and phase 4) Post-evaluation after supportive
system changed.

Outcome measures: Numbers of proposal granted, total amount of the budget funded, numbers
and factors related to research publication were recorded.

Results: During the studied period there were 204 proposals granted with amounted to 11,567,715
Baht. Only 71 proposals (34.8%) of the researcher could finish their work within 1- 3 years after
granting and made the final report to the Faculty. Thirty —six out of 71 proposals (17.6% of granted
proposal) were submitted for publication, where 32 have not prepared the manuscript. Most of non-
publication (75%) grants were done by postgraduate students. The existing supportive system for
publication within the faculty includes; institutional journal (in Thai), English consultant, page charge
fee, and reward prize for index journal publication. The administrative board of the Faculty
responded to the reported problems by improving the supportive system, however, changing for
research publication may take times.

Conclusion: The Faculty of Medicine has a completed supportive system for publication but only
17.6% of granted proposals were submitted for publication. Most of non-publication was
postgraduate students. The Faculty now is doing some changes of supportive system that might
raise the number of publication.

Keyword: research funding system, research utilization, publication
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