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The tricycle is a Thai invention that was widely used throughout the country from 1933, during and
after the reign of King Rama VIIi. Twenty to twenty-five years ago, however, they were not allowed to be ridden
on the streets in Bangkok. As a consequence, the tricycle service business has since been very much
hampered, and presently is seen to remain in very few locations. One of these is Soi Wat Dam community
area, Samrong Nua District, Samut Prakan Province. The ftricycle service business in this area encounters
several problems including competition from public transport services and from other kinds of vehicles, reduced
incomes, and thus increased occupational difficulties.

This research aims to explore the living conditions and problems of tricycle( drivers in Soi Wat Darn
area, taking into account both social and economic factors so that suggestions can be made on how to improve
their living conditions and solve their living problems.

The study found that these drivers lived in substandard houses. In addition, their living conditions were
below standard, unhygienic, and unsafe. Moreover, some of them did not have a permanent house to live in.
When the types of fricycle ownership were taken into consideration, those who had their own tricycle had better
living conditions than did those who rented their tricycle. As for the latter group, when the types of residence
were taken into consideration, those who lived with the tricycle owner had better living conditions than did those
who lived by themselves.

In terms of housing, the drivers who did not have a permanent house to live in had the poorest living
conditions as there was neither a bedroom nor a toilet for them to use. Second came those who lived with their
peers as there was not enough space. For example, there was no bedroom and sufficient toilet for the people
sharing the dwelling. Furthermore, their living conditions were not hygienic. Those who had a permanent house
to live in had the least problems.

Regarding the factors contributing to their poor living conditions, the drivers had such low incomes that
they could not afford to rent a permanent house nor improve their housing conditions. Furthermore, the tricycle
owners also had such low incomes that they could not afford to provide a proper place for their drivers to live
in.

To improve their living conditions and solve their living problems, the effort should be based on a
sustainable approach, supported by the tricycle owners and in the form of group cooperation. To increase their
income, the drivers should cooperate to do extra jobs such as giving service to the elderly. In addition, they
should be encouraged to save their daily income. Furthermore, they should organize cleaning activities for their
current houses. Finally, the parties concerned should provide assistance, training and knowledge about hygiene.





