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The objectives of this study were to investigate the social, economic and living conditions of elderly
foreigners in Udonthani province and to identify any problems they experienced relating to‘these conditions. The
subjects were foreigners aged over 50 living in Muang District in Udonthani for more thén 1 month. The subjects
were interviewed, observed and their photographs taken. The data were recorded, analyzed and interpreted

based on related theories and studies so that proper housing for them can be developed.

In terms of social conditions, most subjects were American males who carried a temporary visa. Most
of them were 60 - 64 years old and married to Thai women, but did not have any children. Most had graduated
with a bachelor degree and lived in a detached house when they were in their home countries. Reading was
cited as their favorite pastime.

in terms of economic conditions, most of the subjects did not have financial problems. Their income
came from their pension and their everyday expenses were average. Their income could cover their expenses.

In terms of health, most subjects were not chronically or seriously ill. They could take care of
themselves; however, they would like to have someone, especially their children/ grandchildren, to take care of
them. Most did not require any equipment to support their walking.

In terms b? living conditions, they said that it was convenient to commute, the public utilities were good
and their residential areas were safe and clean. The environment both inside and outside of their houses were
good. There was no noise pollution, and there was enough lighting and air ventilation. They paid attention to the
construction materials of their houses and said they felt the restroom was the least comfortable area.

It is suggested that the proper location of the housing for the elderly should be near the sea or the
mountain which provides fresh air; however, it should be also near a community so that they can walk to buy

necessary items for daily life. In addition, it should be near a hospital.





