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ANANYA SOMDECH : LIVING CONDITIONS OF COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS RESIDENTS IN
CHULALONGKORN UNVERSTY'S COMMERCIAL AREAS : A CASE STUDY OF
SHIANGKONG AND SUANLUANG AREAS. THESIS PRINCIPAL ADVISOR
ASSOC.PROF. TRIRAT JARUTHAT, 273 pp.

The research aims at studying the economic, social and living conditions of the residents in the commercial buildings in
the commercial areas of Chulalongkorn University called Shiangkong and Suanluang. The experimental group consisted of the
residents of the commercial buildings in Shiangkong and Suanluang. Structured questionnaires were used as the research tool.

After studying the economic conditions, it was found that most of the residents living in Shiangkong were average 20-29
years old, while those in Suanluang were 30-39.  They were generally single, graduated from high school and came from the
Northeast. The residents living in Shiangkong were employees and shop assistants in engine shops, while those living in Suanluang
were employees, taxi drivers and motorricycle drivers who had originally been workers or employees. The pecple in Shiangkong
had an average income of 10,001-20,000 Baht per month and had an average living expense of 5,001 -10,000 Baht per month. For
those living in Suanluang, they had an average income of Baht 5,001-10,000 and an average living expense of Baht 2,501-5,000 per
month. Most of the people living in these areas did not have a means of income other than their monthly salaries. They did not have
loans, savings, debts or plans of saving for buying or constructing their houses. As for the social conditions, it was found that most
of the residents knew their neighbors, but they seldom took part in the community activities. Regarding living conditions, it was
found that most of the residents lived in the northeastern part of the country before moving to stay in their respective areas. They
had lived in these areas for 1-3 years. They chose to stay here because it was close to their work, it was also their workplace, or
they could stay with their relatives. Three or four of them often lived in the same room. Most of the residents worked in the same
area as their residence. They had worked in their current workplaces for 1-3 years. They lived in a room of 8.75 square meters
subleased from the owners of the commercial buildings. it was a room without any furniture and they had to use the common
restroom. Most of the residents wanted to continue living in the area. Regarding their future plans, most of the residents of
Shiangkong wanted to continue living in this commes;cial area and move to a new place wﬁen the deadline for relocation comes,
while those in Suaniuang mostly planned to move with their current employers.

It is recommended that in the Shiangkong area, the owners of the commercial buildings should separate the buildings
into working and living zones. The tenants should be classified and helped as needed. In the master plan, the business area should
be specified. Financial issues (on-time rent payment), compliance of the commercial building owners to the regulations and the
types of their business should be taken into consideration. For the tenants, it is recommended that the owners of the commercial
buildings who are their employers should provide cheap accommodation near the workplace in order to reduce the traveling cost
and avoid making the workplace fook dilapidated. For the Suanluang area, it is recommended that the workplace and the living
area should be moved to other places because the owners of the commercial buildings and the residents have caused the area to
deteriorate due to the subleasing of the rooms. Slum relocation should be introduced under working areas concordance conditions
and they should be moved to another commercial area of Chutalongkorn University. The department responsible may cocperate
with the Bangkok Metropolitan Authority in the development of the new area, which can help with relocating the low-income

residents as well as develop the tand of Chulatongkorn University to have greater commercial potential in the future.





