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The community leaders’ participation is very important in operating the healthy
childcare center. This descriptive study aimed to examine the participation-of community leaders
in operating the healthy childcare center in Pongphrae subdistrict, Mae Lao district, Chiang Rai
province. Population consisted of 47 local government officers, the administrative committee of
the childcare center, and public health personnel who were responsible for operating the healthy
childcare center. Data were collected using interview forms. Descriptive statistics were used to
analyse the data.

The results revealed that the mean score of overall participation of community
leaders in operating the healthy childcare center was at a moderate level (u = 3.15, O = 0.88).
When considering each step, the participation for finding problems and causes, planning,
operating, and evaluating were at a moderate level (1 = 3.23,0 = 0.82, p = 3.04,0 = 096, p = 3.24,
0=0.90 and 1t =3.10, O = 0.84, respectively).

The results of this study can be used as basic information for community leaders and
organizations whose work is related to promoting community leaders to participate in every step
of the child care center operation. These steps included finding prbblems and causes, planning,

operating and evaluating, which will lead to the healthy childcare center.





