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Khao Yee San Is a unique community with its houses full of cultural value worth preserving. A
preliminary survey indicates a relationship between kinship, living conditions, and seftlement. in addition, a review
of the literature reveals that there have been previous studies on this relationship. Thereforé, the data collection
was conducted with eight families, further divided into four groups. Then, a family representing each of the four
groups was interviewed regarding its settlement and living conditions.

The results reveal that the majority of the settlement had been -made in a cluster with three families
living in groups and only one living mostly in separate areas. The larger families with stronger kinship had a larger
number of houses in the same area than those with weaker kinship. This was due to the size of the land the former
group had inherited from their ancestors, resulting in an adequate area for the construction of several houses for
the family members to live with elder members. As for the one group in which the family members lived mostly
separately, group settiement was nevertheless also found because they co-owned the title deed. This indicates
that kinship could lead to co-ownership of a title deed and thus living together in a group.

The analysis of the living conditions of the four families shows 62%, 14%, and 24% of the houses were
in good, moderate, and poor condition, respectively. Most houses in good and moderate condition belonged to
the families with strong kinship ties as well as pride in their predecessors and the houses that they inherited.
Furthermore, the families in these groups had economic well-being and mutual support in various ways. They also
did not want to move out of their community. As a result, they kept their houses in good shape. in contrast, the
houses of the one family having a weaker degree of kinship were in a poor condition. This was because of their
occupations outside the community and thus non-permanent residence there as well as their financial
disadvantages. Consequently, they paid less attention to preserving their houses.

Therefore, preservation efforts should take into account social, economic, and kinship factors since all

these are important in maintaining the condition and cuitural identity of houses.





