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Abstract

The Development of Moral Self-Learning Program to
Enhance Youth’s Moral Reasoning
250440

The purpose of the present research and development study
aimed at investigating the level of moral reasoning among youths. The
program has been tested for its effectiveness. The sample used for the
first phase of study consisted of 491 lower secondary students in the 2010
academic year, and another target group used for trying out the program
consisted of 134 lower secondary students in Khon Kaen University’s
demonstration school: 73 students for the experiment and 6l students as
the control group. The tools used for the first phase of study consisted of
a moral-reasoning test and a test on child rearing practice. The tool used
for the third phase was the Moral Self-Learning Program constructed by
the present researcher herself. The collected data were analyzed by

means of computing arithmetic mean, percentage and a t-test.

The findings:

1. The level of moral reasoning among most of the youths was at
the 3" level which was about moving up to the 4" level of action in

accordance with one’s social duty;

2. Female youths showed a higher level of moral reasoning than

their male counterparts at the .01 level of significance;

3. Youths with higher learning achievement showed a higher level of
moral reasoning than those with lower learning achievement at the .01

level of significance;



250440

3. Youths with higher learning achievement showed a higher level of
moral reasoning than those with lower learning achievement at the .01

level of significance;

4. Youths who received the reasoning and strong-support type of
rearing in their families showed a higher level of moral reasoning than
those who received a weaker reasoning and poor support type of rearing

at the .01 level of significance;

5. The moral self-learning program as constructed was of a branched
learning type of program containing 9 moral dilemmas situations. Results
of the study showed that the program can help stimulate the growth of

moral reasoning in the learners.

Major suggestions: Parents and teachers should establish warm
relations with youths basing on reasoning and strong support in order to
enhance their moral reasoning. It was also suggested that they should
encourage the youths to use the moral self-learning program whenever it

is suitable to do so.
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