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Abstract TE 147252

Tite The Development of a Learning Process on Herbs in the Plak mailai Community

Kampangsaen District, Nakornpathom Province.

The research, titted “The Development of a Learning Process on Herbs in the Plak
mailai Community, Kampangsaen District, Nakornpathom Province”, had 5 purposes: 1) to
study fundamental data about the Plakmailai Community; 2) to develop the learning process
on herbs; 3) to study the results caused by the learning process activities; 4) to study the
direct and indirect effects caused by the learning process; 5) to expand the result of this
study into the wider community in order to strengthen the learning process on herbs.

This research study employed the methodologies of qualitative research, in terms of
research and development, by using the Plakmailai community at Tambol Tung Kwang as the
major research area.

The steps used in conducting this research were as follows: 1) study the community
using fundamental data. 2) develop activities to enhance the learning process about herbs.
3) evaluate the activities used to enhance the learning process about herbs. 4) further adapt
and develop the learning process activities: 5) assess changes needed as well as the future
potential for developing the learning process 6) to continue to adapt and develop the learning
process within the community.

Data were collected from various methods, such as, observations interviews,
questionnaires, focus groups as well as presenting the research results to the community for
discussion and sharing.

The results of the research were as follows:

In the first phase the research staff studied the fundamental data collected from the
Plakmailai community located in the area of Tambol Tung Kwang. The main business here is
agriculture. The relationship between people in this community is in the form of kinship. They
also have relations with people in the inside and outside community at different levels. There
are schools, temples, land used for growing herbs and herbal experts. Modern medicine was
Popular in this community, and people normally went to modern doctors when they were ill.
Some herbs were used but they were not popular. In the Herb Demonstration Center, they

tried to process herbs. There were different types of learning such as from textbooks, schools,
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direct experience training, study tours and telling. From the community potentiality analysis, it
was found that this community was suitable for developing the learning process.

In the second phrase, the research staff, in cooperation with the 5 schools in Tung
Kwang, developed the activities which enhanced the learning process. 1) Plakmailai School
2) Ban Bo Nam Poo School 3) Ban iak Meter School 4) Old City of Kampangsaen School
5) Ban Noug kam School. The following activities were held:

1 The development of learning activities. Classroom research was conducted, the
local curriculum, which integrated knowledge about herbs was developed.

2. The development of herb products and herbs propagation. The following activities
were held to achieve this: 1) teaching and learning projects associated with herbs. 2) study
tours by the community to investigate herbs 3) study tours of herbal gardens and herb
propagation.

3. A Curriculum was developed for adolescent guides. The following activities were
included within the curriculum: 1) a local adolescent guides training camp called “Adolescent
Guides Lead visitors to Herb land". 2) a study tour was held to visit the adolescent guide
project in the mangrove area. 3) a curriculum development project for adolescent guides at
Plakmailai temple‘'s Herbal land and an adolescent guide handbook, which gave instructions
on how to guide visitors to Plakmailai Herbal land.

The results of these learning process activities on herbs helped people in the
community to increase their knowledge about herbs in the following areas: names, qualities,
characteristics, application, procession, propagation, publication, conservation, teaching and
learning integration.

Summary about the herb learning process.

1. The research found that the following factors attributed to the learning process
about herbs: The leadership of people in the community, age, local wisdom, schools,
teachers, students the Fundamental Education Committee, herbs in the community, mass
media, interest of people outside the community, the study tour, health campaign, the herb
usage in their society and budgets.

2. The conditions which affected success: the condition which affected the learning
Process at the Plakmailai community on herbs were as follows: 1) cooperation between the

Schools. 2) clear policies and good intentions by schools administrators who supported to the
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{earning process. 3) relationship between peoples in the community 4) the cooperation of
parents and people in the community. 5) various interesting activities and the response of the
target groups. 6) education policies and public Health's policies 7) on-going supervision 8)
on-going training of teachers, students and people in the community. 9) group readiness 10)
the expectation of the outside society raised by public relation 11) activities to publicize the
learning process 12) the interest of teachers and students towards herbs.

3. The success indicators: the success indicators used in this research, which were
both quantitative and qualitative, were as follows: The quantitative indicators were 1) the
number of classroom research works conducted on the integration of herbs 2) the number of
local curriculums that integrated knowledge about herbs 3) the number of students trained to
be guides 4) the number of times that adolescent guides lead visitors to Herb Land. 5) the
number of herb plants grew by students. 6) the number of products and the varieties of
products that came from the students’ modified herb project. 7) the number of teachers,
students, parents and people participating in the project. 8) the number of herbs that people
knew and used. 9) the number of exhibitions that publicized knowledge on herb 10) the width
of schoo! area used in planting herbs 11) the number of new herb planted in the Plakmairai
community 12) the number of new modified herb products produced from herbs outside of
the community.

The qualitative indicators were as follows: 1) the happiness of the students
participating in the projects. 2) the acceptance and publication of the project by the mass
media. 3) the creative ideas thought of and used by students to modify the herbs. 4) the
teachers’ ability to integrate knowledge about herb into their teaching. 5) the opinions of the
people involved in the learning process. 6) the fruitfulness of herbs which were planted 7) the
students’ ability to give information and explain about the herbs.

4. The sustenance of the learning process: the sustenance of the learning process
could be found from the following factors: 1) there was continuing development in teaching
and learning 2) there was the administrative committee of Plakmailai temple’s herb land
3) there were products resulting from learning about herbs, and there were some
developments of modified herbal products 4) there was a local adolescent guide curriculum
S) there was an adolescent guide handbook used to lead visitors around herb land at

Plakmairaj temple 6) there were on-going project at Tung Kwang school Groups. 7) there was
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a course in traditional Thai medicine at Plakmairai Temple and people in the community
wanted to continue learning and teaching about herbs 8) there was a learning network that
helped people share and exchange knowledge and there were on-going projects in other
communities 9) students and people in the community continued using herbs. 10) the local
administration recognized the importance of herbs in the community 11) knowledge about
herbs was one subject in the school curriculum 12) the expanding number of herbal plants

13) there were other academic groups arranging activities about herbs.



