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ABSTRACT
168179

The purpose of this study was to determine total cost and unit cost of Primary Care Units
[PCU} of Dankhuntod Contracting Unit for Primary Care |CUP], Nakhon Ratchasima Province in Fiscal
Year 2003. The collected data were based on the health providers’ viewpoint and cost accounting. Total
cost was categorized into total direct cost and indirect cost. According to cost center activity criteria,
three main costs were calculated namely  labour cost (LC), material cost (MC) and capital cost (CC).
Twenty-tive PCU were investigated including 16 PCU with register nurse [RN] and 9 PCU without
register nurse. Costs during 01.10.02 - 30.09.03 were collected using a selt’ recording chart.

The results indicate that the average total cost of PCU with RN was 1,113,704.94 baht, and
the ratio of the LC : MC : CC was 3 : 1.8 : 1 which (51.5%,31.3% and 17.1% of total cost).
While the PCU without RN was 851,845.38 baht, and the ratio of LC : MC : CC was 2.9 1 1.9
1 (50.1%, 32.89% and 17.1% respectively). The average cost per service of PCU with RN for curative
care, maternal and child health, family planning, immunization, school health, health education, primary
health care and out-reach program were 69, 55, 40, 70, 27, 22, 763 and 335 baht respectively.
Whereas PCU without RN for curative care, maternal and child health, family planning, mmunization,
school health, health education, primary health care and out-reach were 62, 83, 40, 70, 43, 46,
551 and 151 baht respectively. The proportion of curative care : health promotion of PCU with RN was
49 : 51 and PCU without RN was 53 : 47. In conclusion, labour cost was as high as 3 times of capital
cost or more than 50% of cost of PCU. In addition there were approximately  equal costs between

curative and health promotion activities.



